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JoHN6.45. 
Every man therefore that 
hath heard and hath learned 
of the Father , commeth wr 
tome. | 
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Chriſtians from comming 
unto Chriſt , all which I 
deſire to redace to theſe 


| following heads. 


| Firſt, fach hinderances 
| 3s really keepe men from 
| COMMIBg tO take hold of 
| Chriſt art all , which are 
briefly theſe. 

"HT # Vlinde careleſneſle, 
or preſumptuous ſecuri- 
ty, whereby men content 
themſelves in their pre- 
| ſent condition, preſuming 


| all1s well with them,when 


there 1 15 no {ach marcer. 
2. Being convinced of 


ave themſelves by their 
own ſtrength,8 therupon 
{ct UPon a reformation of 


| life, thinking to make God 


amends by reforming 


The poore doubting Chriſtian | 


| 
| 


this, they bethinke how to | 


| 


: ſome | 
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| worke is then done, and 
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" | arawne unto chriſt. | 


mm 


ſome finnes which they 


 heare themſelves repro- 
vedof by the Miniſters. 


3. The ſinner being | 
convinced of his utter in- 
ability to pleaſe God in 


a (tayre higher, and ſees all 


ers, and duties, to be of no 


cleave onely unto Chriſt 


on Chriſt, thinking all the 


no more to bee looked! 
after. 
4. If hee ſees this failes 


him too, then he goes yet 


" WIL 


| farther, and confeſlerh he | 


himſelfe, at length gers up 
his performances, & pray | 


power in themſelyes, bur | 
| thar he muſt leave all, and 


by faith;and this he thinks | 
hee can doe well enough, | 
| and fo thruſts himſelfe up- | 
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boo :d, and helpe him up: 


| pie, And here hee reſts, 


—_ 


[7 be poore doubring Chriſtian | 


| cannot come to Chriſt eX- 
 cepr Chriſt give him his 


therefore now hee will at- 
| rend upon the ordinances, 
and labour and beſtirre | 
 himſelfe hard, in the uſe j 
'of all good meanes , con- | 
 ceiuing thereby to ham- 
| mer out at laſt, afaithof}| 
| his own to make him hap- | 


—_ 


hanging as it were upon | 
| the - - de of the Arke£: 
| long ill at laſt the waves] 

' and windes growing fierce 
| and violent, hee is beaten 
| off from his hold , and ſo- 
| ſinkes for ever. 

Beſides theſe, there are 
other kindesof hindrances 
| which doe not indeed de- 
prive a man of title and 1n- 


| 


tereſt. 


dramwne unto Chriſt. _ 


_—_— 
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| [tereſt to eternall happi- 
 nefſe, bur make the way | 
| redious & uncomf-rtable, | 
| ſothat he cannot come to. 
; Chrilt ſo readily, as he Ce- 
_ | fires,and longs to doe; the 
| ground whereof, is this, 
| | when men out of carnall | 
[reaſon contrive another 
_ | way to come unto Chriſt, 
| than ever hze ordained or | 
| revealed , when we ſet up: 
| a ſtandard by Gods Stan- | 
; dard, and ourtof our owne 
"1 imagination makeaother 
| condition of beleeving ; 
| _ ever Chriſt required | | 
rdained, Thus wee | 
pews barres in the way, | 
and manacle our hands,and | 
| fetter our feer, and then | 
| ; we complaine wee cannot | 
Lk thus it 1s with you 
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| 'poore Chriſtians, and the | 
|  faulc is your owne, Now | | 


Tree man amongſt many there bee | 
| wackkeze | three hinderances which | 
Teen” [are chiefly to bee-obſer- 
ved,-by which many gra- | 
cious hearts are marvel-. 
louſly hindered from com- 
| ming to, and from recet- 
ving char comfort from 

| Chriſt, which they might, 
and hee is willing to be- 
ſtow. 

Firſt, the diſtreſſed foule 
being happily truely hum. 
| bled, takes notice of the | 
| beauty of holineſſe , and 
the Nr of God ſtampr 

upon the hearts of his chil- 
aN- dren, and of all thoſe pre- 
_ \ctous promiſes which God 
| hath made to all that are. 
p |his; now the ſoule ſeeing 
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| "A amt 


| drawne unto o Chriſt 


theſe, begins thus to rea- | 
| ſon with himſelfe , and 


holy andſo gracious, then 
I might have hope to re- 


ſinnes; for were my heart 
fo enlarged to duties, and. 
| could my heart be ſo car-| 


my corraptions to maſter 
them, then there were | 
ſome hope; but when I 
have no power againl(t (in, 
nor any heart to ſeeke ſo! 
| importunatly for a Chriſt, | 
how dare I thinke thatany 
mercy belongs to me, ha- 
ving ſo many wants : > thus | 
they dare not come to the | 
promiſe, and they willnor 
| venture upon it, becauſe 


ſaith, Surely if I were ſo! 


ceive the pardon of my | 


ried with power againſt | 


they have not that inlarge- | 
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8 ;Thepoore doubting C briſtian | 


poo 


ment to duties, and that 


| ſerveic, we maſt not think 
to bring enlargement and 


power againſt corrupti- 
on which ſometimes the 
Saints of Gad have. 

But we muſt know this 
doth not hinder,- we make 
it a hinderance, when in 
trath it 1s. none; for ob- 


hope to the promiſe , but 
wee muſt goe to the pro- 
miſe for them , hope mult | 
be ſtirred, and defire quick- 
ned,and loye andjoy kind- 
ied by the promiſe; who. 


made this a condition of 
the covenant , that a man 
muſt have ſo much en- | 
largement before he come 
ro the promiſe ? our Savi- 
or requires no portion, 


but meere poverty and 


empt1- | 


, O00 00 ——C wc doom 
_ 
xr d 


; 
| 


A rr rs 
drawne unto Chriſk, © 
| CE PR EN 


emptineſſe : if thou haſt | 


[nothing he will haye thee, | 


15 ſatisfied, and the thirſty 


provided that thou wilt | 
have him; The rich be ſends 


| empty away , but the poore 
refreſhed: there is nothing | 
required on our fide , bur 
onely to receive him as a 
hasband : Buy without mo- 
muſt not thinke to. come 


| Lord lookes for no power 


zey, faith the text ; you | 


and buy a husband; the 


or ſufficiency of eur ſelves, | 
no power againſt corfup- | 
tion, nor enlargement to 
duties; if you will be con- 
tent that Chriſt ſhall rake 


| all from you, and diſpoſe | 
| of you, then, take a Savi- | 


our and haye him. 
Bur the poore ſoule 
| _ faith,' 
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| [The poore doubting Chriſtian 
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| promiſe. | 
I anſwere, there! is no | 


ſaith If 1 goe thus had. 
winked, how ſhall I now. 
that I doe not preſume, 


T have a true title to the 


better argument in the | 


intereſt in Chriſt , than 
this,thy taking ofthe Lord 
Chriſt as a Saviour whol- 
ly, and as a huſband. 10h.1. 
I2. CAS 214Hy as received 
him, tothem hee gave power 
to be the ſounes of God, even 
70 them that beleeve on his 
name, He doth not ſay, to' 
as many as had ſuch en-| 


y 


and how ſhall I know thar | 


world* that thon haſt an 


largement in duties , ard 
ſuch power againſt cor- | 


_ Chriſt upon thoſe 


ruprions z : butifthou wilt 


rermes } 


: 
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drawne unto Chrif | | 


termes which nee ol | 
himſelfe, there is no better 
argument under heaven, 
that thou haſt a title tothe 
promiſe. There 15a deſpe. 
rate deſpaire that often 


Therefore in the ſecond 


| 


place, as the ſinner lookes 
upon the excellencie of 
Chriſt, and grace, and his 
owne inſufficiencie., and ſo | 
will not venture upon the | 
promiſe, ſo he lookes up- 
| on his own ſinfulneſſe and 
worthleſneſle, and there- 
fore dares not venture up= 
on mercy ; hee viewes the | 
number of his. ſinnes ſo 
many 8 vile, and the con- 
rinuance of them fo !ong, 


and hee ſeeth the floods of | 


ſeazeth upon the hearts of | 
| diſtreſſed ſinners, 


i 
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| chat hee ſhall never ſee his 
| inne, but ſay,there1s mer-. 
| cie enough in a Saviour, 


| 


125 Wo redemption In | 


T he pooree donbiing © Chrifian 


abominations comming in. 


amaine upon his ſoule,and | 


Sathan helps him forwards 
hereto; for this 1s the po- 

licie of the devill, that, if 
| hecan, he will make a man 


and therefore I may live 
as I liſt: but when the fi n- 
ner will needes ſee his fin, 


| then hee will let him ſee 
| nothing bat ſinne; the one 


that he may preſume, and 
the other that he may de- 
 ſpaire. 


. Now the poore ſinner | 


ſtayes here; tell him of the 
mercy of God, and of the 


Chriſt, and of the riches | 
of the freeneſſe of Gods 


- 
Gow — — — — _—_ —__ >. ——_——— 
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grace, 
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i. 


| grace , What, Gaith hee, 
ſhould [ thinke that there 
is any mercy for mee, and 
that I have any intereſt in 
Chriſt; that were ſtrange ? 
And thus the ſoule is here 
poring, and faſtned , and| 
ſetled upon his corrupti- 
on, and is ever ſtirring the 
wound, and never goes to 
the Phyfiri tian : For a man 
1s as well kept fro looking 
to Chriftby deſpaire, as by 
preſumption ; before hee 
ſees his ſinne,he thinks his | 
condition is 200d, and he: 
hath a ſufficiencie of his 
owne, and needs not goe 
to Chriſt ; and when hee 
| ſees his ſinne, then hee be. | 
| holds ſo much» vileneſſe in| 
himſelfe that he dares not | 
goe to Chrilt, leſt Fs 
Cl 


| 
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; The poore doubting Chriſtian | 


xr Tim.1. 


ue 


ſend him downe to the pir. 
| Herein the deyill 1s very 
| ſubtill ; but this doth nor 


rage our hearts from lay- 
ing hold on falyation. 
| Forfirſt,(obſerye it) for 


to the world, & for whom 


| he goes before him , hee| 


| hinder our ticle to-Chriſt, | 
_ [ neither ought it trodiſcou- 


whom did Chriſt come 1n- } 


| 


' 
} 


righteous, that neededhim 
' not, but for the poore ſin- 


did hee die when hee was | 


come? it wasnot for the 


 zer that condemnes him- 
 ſelfe, and knowes hee can- 
not ſave himſelf. Paul faith, 
Chriſt Teſus came into. the 


world to ſave ſinners , of 
 whors 1 ams the chiefe : and. 


Zach, 13.1. T here is a foun- 
| raine epened for ſinne , and 


[7 fer. 


P"__ 
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Wigs _ pgs 
arawne unto Chriſt. 


| 


for uncleanneſſe, that Is, for 
all ſorts of ſinnes, and for 
all kind of ſinners : be their 


and neyer fo yile, there 1s 
a fountaine ſer open, come 


——_————— 


| his grace in Chriſt, The| 
fiery Serpents did ſting | 
the people in -the wil- 


who will; there was neyer 
any ſaved but a Rebell,and 
never any man receivedto 
mercy. but hee that oppo- 
ſed the mercy of God, and 


dernefſe , but there was a 


them. ; 1 

Obſcrve the folly ofchis 
plea : what Scripture ever 
faid that the greatneſle of | 
mans ſinne could hinder 
the greatneſſe of Gods 


mercy ? no Scripture re- 
| 


iniquiries never ſo great, | 


brazen Serpent to heale| 


yeales| 
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| 


| 


Plalay.y1 | prayeth the contrary, Have 


| made mee ſervemwith thy ſins, | 
| 7n/quities, yet lam heethat' 
0ns,for my names ſake, When 


| the Jewes did tire GOD 
| with their diſtempers,and] 


| The poore doubting Chriſtian 


veales this, we ſee David 


mercy upon meO Lord, and 
pardon my ſinnes, for they are 
great : Nay, God himſelte 
doth the quite contrary, 


Iſa. 43.24,25.- Thos baſt| 


and wearied mee with thine 


blotteth out thy tranſareſit- 


| 
| 


burthened him wich their 
finfall courſes, then the 
Lord for his owne names| 
ſake would not ſo much as 
remember their iniquities 


azainſt them. 
| Againe obſerye , that 
ſiones though they bene- | 
ver fo haynous of them- 


| ſelves,! 


{ſee them, and the heart be 


it... As. es at, ts. A. 
_ In en i 


| finnes : ſappoſethy ſinnes | 
were fewer, neyerthelefle | 


__— — 
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 drawne unto Chriſt. 


ſelves, yet -if the ſoule can 


 burthened withthem,they 


ring the work of faith,and 
fro making thee uncapable 
of mercy ,that they fitthee 


to goe to Chriſt : The 
truth 1s, (which I pray you 


properly our unworthi- 
neſſe, but our pride and 
haughtineſſe chat hinders 
us from coming to Chriſt 

for wee would haye ſome | 
thing in our ſelves,and not | 
have all from Chriſt. Take 

the diſtrefied ſoule that | 


ſees the vilenefſe of his 


even then thou goeſt not 


are ſo farre from hinde- 


take notice of) it is not | 


to Chriſt, becauſe thou art 


| 


| periwa- 


—_— — — —_— 


Obie. 


_— — 


'T he poore doubling Chriſtian | 


perſwaded of the freeneſſe | 


of his grace , but becauſe 
thou haſt a worthineſſe i in 
thy ſelfe, & would(t bring 
ſomerhing to Chriſt, and 
not recciveall from him : 
Therefore it is thy pride, 


and thy ſelfe-conceited- | 


nefſe that hinders thee, 
thou muſt have thus nuch 
grace and holinefſe, and 


Chriſt muſt not juſtifie | 
the ungodly , 


but the 
godly man ; I cell thee, 


then he will never :aſtific 


a- man while the world' 
ſtands. 

Bur the ſoule replien; 4- 
 gaine, My ſins are worſe, 


not onely becauſe they are | 
{ many, but becauſe of the 


| mercy and falyation that I 
| Have rejefted, which hath 


beene 


| 


! 


| 
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|  arawne unto Chriſt 


|beene offered mee from 
day to day. 

This hinders not, pro- 
| vided that thou canſt ſee 


thou haſt caſt away the 


| the Lord wil notcaſt away 
thee , if thou wilt come 
| and ſeeke him earneſtly 
againe : For the iniquity of 
| bes covetonſneſſe 1was wroth | 
(faith God)and I ſmote him, 
1 hid my ſelfe ; and hee went 
on frowaraly in the way 0 

| his owne heart. If this could 


have hindred,1#44h ſhould 


—_— — 


——_— 


th, 


have ſeenehis wayes, and 
will heale him; Thes haft 
| played the harlot with many 
lovers, yet turne againe is 
FAS {8 


_— OR 


CEE CCCYﬀY We eee AD. a—_— | 


thoſe evils of thine:though | 


kindnefſe of the Lord, yer | 


'neyer kaye received mer- | 
ciez; but thetext faith, I 


is 


Ovjet. 


[is no time paſt if a man | 


The poore doubting Chriſtian | 


— Hl 


me, ſaith the Lord. There 


have but a heart to re-! 
| turne ; there is nolimita- | 
tion ok the riches of Gods | 


free grace, except the lin | 


| hebe weary, yet he ſtands 


| againſt the holy Ghoſt, | 
| Rev.3.20.1 fland at the atore 


and kasck; though heecrie 
tilhe be hearſe,& ſtand rl | 


ftill: if any adalterous er | 
| deceirfall wretch will o. 
pen, the Lord will come 


in, and bring comfort, and 
| ſap with him. 

| Oh, rhat is crne, Girh 
| the poore ſoule, had I bur 
| a heart to meurne for my 
 baſeneſſe; ſee my ſinnes I | 
doe, but this is my miſery, | 
I cannot bee burthened | 
with them, I have a heart | 
| _tharj 


——_— A... 


—— 


 drawne unto Chriſt. 


that cannot breake and 
movnrne for diſhonouring 


| of God. 


This hinders not nei- 
cher , provided that thy 
heart 15s weary of it ſelfe, 


cie becauſe he will ſhew mer- 
cite, 115 not decaule thou 
canſt pleaſe him, but be- 


When aid the Lord ſhew 
mercy to Paul, even then 


hen Paul did expreſie 
olt malice —_— "Ba : 


Saul, Saml, 


thou mee? hee perſecutes 
Chriſt, and yer Chriſt p1- 


| ties him, and ſhewes him 


mercy ; & ſo the churlifh 
laytor, when he was moſt. 
oppolite againſt the means | 


char 1c cannot be weary of 
ſinne : The Lord fhewes mer. 


cauſe mercy pleaſerh him. 


tt. 


perſecuref Y 


| Micn.7.18 | 


' 


| | As, 


of | 
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| _ | of grace, the Lord ſhewed | 
{| then moſt compaſſion up- 
| | on him; he that before re- 
i | fiſted the meanesof grace, 
' was now brought home by 
| thoſe meanes. 
Obie, | But woe, faiththe poore 
ſoule, you are now come | 
 . | ko the quicke; this very 
| | word 15 like a Milſtone a- 
| | bout my neck,to ſinke my 
i ſoule for ever; for this 1s 
| | the depth of that baſeneſle | 
that lies on me,that all the | 
meanes doe not better me. 
Why, though Parl and the 
 Jaylor were bad enough, 
yet they were made better 
. | by the meanes ; bur this is 
| my hopeleſſe condition, | 
| | that the meanes of grace | 
| prevaile not on mee. Is | 
| there ſuch a heart in hell 


% © Im Wa. A 
IM LIRAR 9 - 


a—— — ——- ——_—— 
—— _ 


drawne unto Chrift. 


Mem — 


as1 ; how. I muſt I needs 
be, when all the meanes In 
che world will doe me no 
good ? bur, me thinks, I} 
feele my heart more hard | 
and ſtubborne under all 
Gods Ordinances;my con-| 
dirion is certatniy hope-| 
lefſe, when the means that | 
ſhould ſoften me, doe bur 
| harden me, and make me 
worle. 

This 1s the laſt plea 
| whereby the devill holds 
down the hearr of a poore | 
| ſinner ; bur let me anſwer'. 
thee, this hinders not nei- | 
cher, but rhat at leaſt thou 
mailt have hope of mercy; | 
therefore obſerve three 
paſſages by way of wa. 
| {Wer. 

"Firſt , the Word a 


B _ meanes. 


Auſw. 


» Q 
- 
te. tat 


—— 
—— — 


RC 
_ 
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| ſenſible of thy hardneſfle 


| ſo it is with the Word; 


thou haſt a proud heart, 


- <<.ouande - ——— Oo” — Ot. — 


meanes of grace : doe work 
good, if itmake thee more 


and deadneſſe;though hap- 
pily ir worke not that 
good, and after the ſame 
mannerthat thou defireſt, 
yet if it make thee ſee thy 
baſeneſſe, and hardnefle of 
hearr, and dulnefie, in re. 
gard of that bedy of death 
which hangs upon thee; 
then the word works in 
the beſt manner , becauſe 
It 15 afrer Gods manner, 
howſoeyer notafter thine: 


That Phyſick works moſt | 


kindly, that makes the 
party ſi > before it works; 


and hiteſt up thy ſelfe in. 
thine owne abilities , and 


——— 


cruſteſt 
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| cruſteſt in thine owne 
| ſtrength, and chinkeſtrhar | _ 
thy care and improvement 
of the meanes would work 
wonders - but now the | 
Word works ſweetly, whe 
{ic makes thee apprehen- | 
| ſive, that a wounded ſoule 
is the orft of God, not of 
man, nor of the meanes ; 
and therefore the Word 
makes thee looke to God | 
| for it, and to prize it| 
| when thon haſtit; and the 
| Word makes thee looke 
to God toconrinue it; to | 
feele deadneſle is life, 'and 
to feele hardneſle 1s ſoft. 
'nefſe ; onely remember | 
| this one Cantion , except | Cation. 
there be ſome luſt or di- | * 
 #ſtemper that thy heart 
| hankers after, for then rhe 
| Ba Werd 
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1 Word will harden thee, 
[| |. [becauſe thou hardeneſt 
thy ſelfe, 
2 | Secondly, (marke this I | 
 beſeech you) thou art the | 
cauſe why thy heart 15 not j 
1 { ſoftened, & why the Word | 
| works not upon thy ſoule;, 
the diſtemper of thy owne. 
heart hinders the working | 
of the Word,and diſpenſa- | 
tion of Gods providence, | 
and the tenour of the Co. | 
 venant of Grace: thon 


| muſt not thinke 4 limfe- 


| the Holy One of Iſrael, for | 
ie is a Covenant of Grace; 

| the Lord will not ſand 
| bent rothy bow, and give. 
| thee grace when thou 
| wilt; 1t 15 Not for us to 


ho the times & ſeaſons. 
| Vat if the Lord will nor 


— 
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give thee grace this yeare, 
nor the next, nor all thy. 


wil drop 1nalittle fayor, it | 
1s morethan he owes thee, 


waite to morrow,and con- 
tinue ſo- doing , becaule | 
thou knowelt not when | 


{ Ordinances 8 compaine , 
| not of delayes, but waite, | 
for. God hath waited for | 
you long, and therefore if 
he make you waite for | 
peace of conſcience, and 


Lord deal=s equally with 
you , and 45 tha!l be beſt 


| for you ; God gives whar, 


and when,and how he wil, 
therefore waite for it. © 


| - drawnewnto ; Chriſt | | 


lite, 1Fat the laſt gaſpe he 


therefore heare to day,and | 


God may bleſſe his owne | 


| aſſurance of his loye , the | 


| Thirdly,know and con- b- 
1 Bqa I c_ 


«. EI 


he —r———_ 


; £3 
' Ware fer | 
' mercy. 
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© | £ 
S FIN if F ſider, that thou haſt reſted 
T| [ng vpn thine owne duties 
z cies, = | and endeavours, and thon | 
F '. | doeſt not goeto God, that | 
SE | Ea | bleſſeth; both the meanes | 
and endeayours ; the faulr 
l q! 15 thine owne , (1fay ) be- 
kd | caaſe thou reſteſt in thine 
of b owne perfermances, and 
; {in the power of the means | | 

' that thon apprehendeſt, | 
and doeſt not goe to God, | 
that would have wrought / 
| more than all theſe: for did l 
a man depend upon Gods 
power and mercy 1n his 
Ordinances, hee ſhould al. | 
 wayes finde ſome propor- | 
| tionable ſ\uccour , as well 
wherhe findes no ſucceſſe, 
as when he findes any ; for 
| God ſometimes gives, and. 
 fomerimes delayes , bur 
Gods 
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| dramnenntoChriſt, 
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Gods love is as conſtant 


| when he givesnot,as when 


he gives. Therefore labonr 


| to get out from all carnal 


confidence in holy duties, 
and reſt not in thy perfor- 
mances, but looke beyond 
all duties to God, and de- 


cefie aboye them. 


Many a man makes his 
{crvices, his Sav/ours. Hee 


to beare up his conſcience, 


Happily he finds and feeles 
by wofull experience,what 
the fruits of {inne are. Hee 
ſees the venome of his cor- 
raptions, and the lamen- 


efore a fine thing to 


Cl 
«, —_ 


fire him to give thee ſuc- 


makes them the bottoms | 


table effects of all his ſinful | 

| practiles. Hee thought it 
b 

| 


the ground whereof is this: | 


| 


, 


| 
| 


: 


B 4 fweare, 


——_—— — 


Rm <i>. —————— + _ 


{ foule. His conſcience fly- 5 


| ſmart of them. Tohell; 


- dl 1 T "op poore doubting Chriſtian | 


| fiveare, and lye,and drink, 
and follow baſe company, 
but now they are gravell| 
to. his hearr, and gall to his 


| Ba” 


| 


cth in his face, and hee 1s 
Teady to fink down.to hell. 
Conſcience faith , theſe be 
thy finnes, and theſe-will 
be thy damnation 2” # 
have beene thy delight,bur 


and confuſion in the end, 
thou ſhalt ſhorely finde the 


away be Packing, 

 Nowthis man hath to. 

core for his conſcience bur | 
ths, hee entreates Conſci- 


they will prove thy ſhame X 


enct to be quiet, hee con- 


baſe courſes, and his con- 


feflecth hee hith lived in | 


dition | 1s very miſerable, 
E I 


k) 


| 


1 


'' 
q 
? 


F 
, 
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' bur now hee will reforme | 


— 4. 


drawne unto Chriſt, 


"——_— 


all ; hee hath neglected 
prayer heretofore, but now 
he will pray ; he hath ha- 
redGodsſervants,burt now 


| wayes have beene exceed.- 
[1ng evill, bur now hee will 


 reforme them, hee begins 


'ro turnea new leafe now, 
'and thinks that will ſerie 
' che tarn.Thus many poore | 
ſoules uſe the meanes as Me- 
4iators, and fo fall ſhort of 
| Chriſt, A- gracious heart | 
doth not onely pray, and}; 


—_— 


taine Chriſt.but he is reſt> | 
lefſeandunſarisfied till hee | 
enjoy and poſſcſie Chriſt | 
im the meanes. Hee reſts 
not upon the bare perfor- 


ah — th. OY 


| 


| hee will love them , his; 


\| heare, and receive, ard uſe | ' 
_ fall poflible meanes to ob- 
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| T het he poore doubting Chriſtian | 


{So when the ſoule ſees the | 


mance of” any duty, neither 
thinks by vertue of ary of 
his endeayours, toobtaine | 
a part in Chriſt. 

I will exprefle this par- 
ticular more fully in this 
manner, A rich Uſurer 
that is ſficke of ſome dil- | 
>. tell him ſuch a Phyfi- | 
tian can cure him, but he 
ſtands upon ſtate , he will 
not come without a great 
deale of charge : Charge 
(faith he) I doe notſtand. 
upon that. I have money 
enough by me , that will | 
fetch him hither. Such a 
man now placeth all his 
confidence in his money. | 


S 


guilt of finne is not re- | 
moved, and corſcterice is 


| 


{till ſaarling, and the law 


heat 


——_— Pe —— ——_ w_ —— — ___—_— 


| 2 Pay” 
condemning him , and 


| —_ | 


 Chrift is the onely Savi- 


cure all. But how ſhall 
Chriſt be procured 2 Why 
his prayer, and faſting, and 
performances wil command 
bim , by the power and 


bd 


though he hath no promiſe 
for it, and fo by reſting on 
his owne performances, 


falls ſhort of Chriſt and 
falvation. 


our, that can farisfie and | 


merit of the worke done, | 


! 
1 


ver,l would goe out of my 
ſelfe, andI ſee breſt upon. 
| my duties,but I cannot ger | 
out of my ſelfe. 


——_— — 


felves here too, by endea-| 
vouring to make us: goe | 


Oh, ſaith a poore fin- | 05je7. 


I anſwer, it is Sathans | 4#ſiv. 
| fubtiſty to keepe us in our. 


out 


————— ——..._—_— 
4 ——_— 


——_— 


| 


Selfcaden:e 
all what 


IT 1S. 


_— or ability. in him- | 


—— — OO IooomRm—oe —— , . —w——_——_—_—_ ——_— — any —_ a — ot... wn > 


out of our ſelves. by our 
; owne ſtrength ; and this is 
[a ervain de priv of ma- 
liceand cunnivg in the de- 
vill , when he makes us be 
leeve (and we out of igno 

rance are delnded)that we 

have power In our owne 


The poore doubting 'S: Chriſtran 


hands to goe out of our: 
ſelyes ; no, it 1s4 ſuperna- 
tarall worke, and the ſame. 


our ſelves, that muſt bring 
[01s fo Chriſt : This is in 
truth /elfe-deniall , when 
the ſoule knoweth it hath ; 
nothing , and” therefore 


mighty hand of Cod, and | 
| the worke cf his Spirit, fol 


| 
hand muſt bring us ont of 
| 
| 
| 
| 


[15 Over: powerd with the] 


that the poore ſinner doth 
;not ſo much as expe any 


(1 


nt... 


—— —__. 


 ſelfe, much lefſe can the 


| 


dranue uxto C priſe. | 


ſzlfe, or from the creature, | 
in the doing of any duty ; 

hee knowes he is dead,and 
tnerfore cannot help him. 


creature doe him good, | 


heaven.and ſ{eekes all ſuffi- | 
ciencie from God: alone. 

For ( obſerve it) whites 

that I thus thinke with my | 
ſelfe, that T have ability to 
 goe out of my lelfe, I Le 
not then ſay, that I navea 
principle within meto de- 
nie my {elte,which ts quite 
contrary, for to denie a} 
mans ſelte, 15 to know thar | 
he hata no power in him: | 
ſelfe to doe any ſpirituall 
duty, therefore wee muſt | 
looke onely to the yoyce 


_—- 


EET 


gr ee EET 


and therefore he lookes to | 


| of Chriſt, and know, that | 
; hee b, 


Ht. w_ 


_—  — —— 


CC. —— 


| 


| 


| upon my heart, I ſhall ne- 


| from my ſelfe, nor from | 


| with himſelfe, If this 


unto God,and fay, Intruth 


him that hath hid his face 


'T he poore doubting Chriſtian | 


— —  J_—_— —c 


hee that calls us from the 
wayes of darknefſe, and 


from our ſelves, muſt alſo | 
bring us to Chriſt ; there- 


fore expect power from 
Chriſt to plucke thee out 
of thy ſelfe, and to make 
thee beleeve, for the ſam 
hand doth worke both. | | 
I would not have a 
poore creature thinke thus 


meanes and theſe Ordi- | 
nances will doe mee no 
good , and will not worke 
| 


verhave it; but ſpeak thus 
Lord I expe& no. power 


the meanes , but my reſo- 
lacion is, to looke up to| 


from 


—_—— T 


IS 
——— 


| " drawne unto Chriſt. |. 7 


— _— 


from Jacob, I willnot looke | 
inward here for power, to 
| receive it from within my 
ſelfe, nor to the Miniſter, | 
nor to the meanes , bur I 
| Will waite upon thee Lord, 
| and looke up to thy power 
to worke by the meanes. 


reth the Lord, w obeyeth the 'Y 
woyce of bis ſervants , that 
walketh in darkne(ſe,& hath 
no light of comfort , let hins 
truſt in the name of the Lord, 
and: flay bimſelfe upon bis 
Ged.When all other things 
in the world faile , letthe| 
 foule then looke up to the 
Lord, and looke out from | 
it ſelfe;, rhis 15 the ficteſt} 
time of all to meete with] 
God; I would havea Chri- | 
ſtian chuſe this erume ot 
[6235 1 


| Who # amoneht y ou that fea. | Eliy.50- 


a | 


| 
11 


will nor, andpartly ſeeing 
' the baſeneſſe of his owne 
 hearr, dares not come to 


I... coom—_.. — Er IEEE 
A _— — 


all times to meete his Sa. | 
 Viour in, and th13 1s the | 
| onely time to diſappoine 


 Sathan ; for, as I ſaid be- 


| fore, it is the laſt refuge | 
thatthe devill hath, and if 


_ miſlc this oportunity, 

hee is for ever conquered. | 
Thus rae finner partly fee. 
ing the beauty of grace, 


Chriſt 
Then in the next place 


faith, Alas, I never knew 
what it was-to have the 


aſſarance of Gods love, I 
never received any. evi- 


| The youu doubting C Ny 


_ HIER ” c— -- 


Ic is want of ſenſe and feel | 


in, which be would have 
and cannot finde, there- 
fore the diftrefled ſounle 


| 
| ; 


| 


dence _ 


Cds A tho A 


—————.. 
—_—_— 


drawne wnta Chriſt. TA 


| dence of Gods ; favour, and 
ſhall I chinke that I have 
faith ? they that beleeve 
| nave their hearts filled 
| with joy unſpeakable and 
glorious, the Word re- 
veales this, but I am a 
ſtranger to hat } joy , how 
Can I then thinke thar 1 
have any worke of faich 
wrought in me. 

| I anſwer, this doth not} 


— 


hladbs cliier that thou 
| haſt not faith, or that thou 
maiſt not come to God by 
beleeving, therefore re-| 
| member theſe three parti- 
culars. - 
Firſt, thon muſt not 
thinke to have joy andre- 
freſhing beforethen go to 
the promiſe, but thou muſt 
looke for it , when thou! 


es 
— 


Anſw. | 


» OCR eG we I ooy eee ce 
. 


doeſt 


——_ 


A —_—__—— 
— _————_ —_—_ — 


— 


| 
| 
| 


the heart 1s never fiiled 
with joy before beleeving; | 


| The poore doubting Chriſtian | 


— 


doeſt chew and feed upon 
che promiſe:thou wouldeſt 
have the Lord topgive thee 
all the bargaine before | 
chon make the match : 

This joy 1s a fruit that pro 
ceeds fro faith after much | 
wreſtling ; it doth not fol- 
low from faith at the firſt ; 
firſt beleeye, and then j _ 


bur afterwards when thou 
haſt had the ſweet dew of 
the comfort of the promiſe 


many a day,then looke for! 
this joy. 


Sechndly , know thar | 
theſe joyes, and this ſenſe 
and feeling may be abſent 
from faith : a man may 
 havea good faith, and yer 
want the relliſh and ſweet: 


neſſel 


— 


neſſe which he lon gs after, 
' A man may want his deſj- 
rings, and yet want nel-| 


adrawne 1 rnto Criſt. 3 


ther life nor heate : A tree | 
| may want leaves and fruit, 
and yet wantneither apps 
nos moyſture: A mans 
faith may be ſomewhat 


nothing at all: David was 
| juſtified and ſanfified, and 
| yer wanted this joy ; and 
ſo 4b reſted upon GOD 
wken hee had bur little 
feeling, as when hee faith, 
' Thos makeſt. mee a Butt to 
ſhoot at , yet I will traſt in 


Therefore build not your 
comfort upon ſenſe. and | 


miſe. 
| Thirdly, che Saints of ; 
| God 


ſtrong, when his feeling is | 


thee though thou kill mee, 


feeling,bur goe to the pro-. 


| 


Iob3.rs. 


| 
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| The poore doubiing Chriftian 


God many times are des 
prived of comfort, not be- 
| cauſe God with-holds it, 
| but: becauſe they pur it 
| from themſelyes, and will 
| not have it, though he of | 


refaſed comfort like a {allen | 
 childe that wilnot eate his 


not in the goiden diſh; fo 
becauſe God doth not for 
you what you would, you 


{-will have nothing at all. 


Tie(e are the maine hin- 
derances: I might adde 
many more, for carnail 


—— 
"> 


| reaſon 18 very fruitfnll chis 


way, and wee throuzh our 
owne folly and the evils 
 favritry, are apt to abuſe 
| thing 23 , and make them 
hinds eIances in our way tO 


| 


— 


fer it, as David, My ſoul 


| Milke, becauſe hee hath ir | 


| ercr- 


_— 


| 


| and come to Chriſt, The 


RED ET 
| grawne unto Chrift. | 


i 


now to the cures of all our 
impediments,for if we had 
the wiſedome and care we 
{ſhould have, wee might 
breake throngh them all 


means are eſpecially foure, 
whereby wee may be1n- 


| wardly fortified againſt 
| them, and at laſt be able 
| ro overcome them. 


| much or unwatrantablyup- 
ſo farre as to be feared or 


ming to the riches of Gods 


| 15 this, VVe muſt not looke 


The firſt cure and helpe 


| 


too long, nor pore 00 
; ON OUT OWNe COrruptions, 
\ diſheartened from com- 


' grace; for this 1s an ever- 
laſting truth, that whatſo- 
ever ſight of ſin unfitsami 


eternall happineſle, I come| 


Helps to 


| 


for 
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Chrilt, 
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The poore doubting Chriſtian | 


on METCy , \, when hee may. 
| rake It, andit is offered to 
| him, that fi ghr of finis ever 


ver ſo faire a pretence of 
ſorrow and deepe humt- 
liation : as we think many 
times , Had I a ſoule fo 
cthrou bly humbled and 


devill oft keepes us in ſin, 
by poring upen our linnes, 
when we thinke hereby to 
be carried from our finnes: 


' chat courſe thus 15 a ſinfu]l 


courſe. Teltnot me of ſor- 
row, and repentance, and 
humiliation, all that ſor-. 
row and humiliation is 
| nought that keepes a man 
from receiving mercie, 
when 1 It 15 offered; ſee this 
in Abraham, hee had this 


' fi afull, though it have ne- 


! 


broiſel.end ſo forth. The 


| 


| 


| 


| 
© 


——— 


promiſe, that -hee ſhould 
have a ſonne in his old age; | 


(ſtayes ; hee ſaw his body 
|was dead, 


!of them ſo, as tobe hinde- 


drawne unto Chriſt, 


w— 


Hee being not weake in faith 
regarded not his old age or 
acadneſſe,nor the barrenneſſe 
of Sarahs wombe , but belee-. 
ved in him who had promiſed 
/t, and there hee reſts and | 


— 


| 


yer there was a 
living promiſe ;| and what 


barren, yer the promiſe 
was fruitfull ; he knew his | 
owne deadneſfſe and her 
barrenneſle, but hee coenſi- 
dered them not: ſo wee 
muſt ſee our finnes , and 
conſider our many weak- 
neſſes, but never ſo ſettle 
our ſelyes with,or conſider | 


In 


redfrom comming to God 


though Sar4hs wombe was | 


Rom.4.19 
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T; The ie poore deubring Chriſtian | 


for r mercy,which he freely 
offers us, and wee ſtand in 
neede of, for while the | 
foule of a man 1s daily | 
plodding upon his owne | 
| miſery , and diftempers, 
theſe two things follow. 
Firſt, wee ſtop the; 
| ſtreame of Gods promile, | 
and let downe the [lace | 
ogainſtir, ſothat the pro- ! 
' miſe cannot come into OUT |, 
| ſoules. | 
| And ſecondly, wee ſer 
open the ſtreame & floud. | 
' gate of corruption , and ' 
make i it torunne moſt vio- | 
 lently in upon us, and in 
the end to overwhelme | 
us, and the inconvenience | 
ariſing hereby , will nd 
| the beſt Chriſtian in the | 
' world; for what can a man | 
get 


A EI _ - Re 


| thereof than 1s there to be 


| 


| 


| dogge, arid ſaith, you Gen- 
tiles are dogges . and the 


| drawnen wwito Corift. | 


get ont of his « corruption : 12 
hee can have n@ more 


had z 1t 15 vaine to looke 


for comfort where It 1s not | 


ro be had , ic may diſhear- | 
ten us, bur never encou-| 
rage us. See the humility 
and wiſedome of the wo. | 
man of Canaan, {hee fol- 
lowes Chriſt,bur heliſtens 
not to her, bur gives her 
the rep oulle, and calls her | 


Colpell of Grace and fal- 
vation is the Childrens 
bread. Now if ſhe had on- 


iy conſidered the words of : 


Chriſt, and oneiy looked| 


into her owns baſeneſte, 
ſhee had never come tore- | 


C but | 


4 


Math.15. 
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 {ceive mercy and comfort, | 
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5 but ſhe ith, Truth Lord, 


| that 1s truely wiſe to at- 


'Doz , I confeſſe it, yet 


The poore doubting Criſtian | 


I ama dogve,yet the dogges 
eate of the crummes that fall 
from their Maſters table. 
Thereare two things here 
which doe exprefle the 
frame of a gracious heart 


tendto its owne baſeneſſe, 
her humility and wiſedome ; 


aS if ſhee had ſaid, Thou 
faiſtIama Gentile. and a 


though I am aDog, I will ! 
not goe out of the doores 
but lye under the table for 
mercy; ſo wee mult and 
ought, when our corrupti- | | 
' 0nS COME in upon us , and 
we ſee our ſelves damned 


| creatures, [et us then ſay, 
| Incruth, Lord, Lamas bad 
| as thy word can Leak, yet | 


Ter 


ee -— 2-—_— ——  _  ,  —C——C— OR YO OOO. 


| notrtoo long here; ſee thy 


— 


— 


| Thirdly, till thou haſt | 


 — 


| ight of ſinne which doth 


| be kept from Chriſt , that 
|not drive a man to Chriſt | 


| 
| 
| 


i... A. 


ee et... AM. 


arawne anto Chriſkl, | 


————— 


er nt Ne 
letns not flie away from 
mercy, bur lieat the feete | 


ofour Saviour. 
Itis fit, and wee ought 
to ſee our ſinnes , but ſtay 


 finnes thou muſt, bur not | 
| be ſerled thereon, ſo as to: 


| for mercy, is ever ſinful. | 
thy finnes, thus : 
Firſt, ſee thy finnes till | Howto |} 
chou ſee them odicus and |*<fnne | 
loathſome. T1" | 

Secondly, till thou ſee | 
an atter infufficiencie in 


thy ſeife ro fatisfie for 
them. 


 ſeenean abſolute neceſlity | | 
Ga =, | 


et. lem 


A ee et 
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| Labour therefore to ſee | 
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jandgreat, for I haye de- | 


[The poore doubting C briſtian 


| the throne of Grace , and 


<q 
.of Chriſt to ſuccour thee ; v 
and then away ſpeedily to | 


| dwell no longer on thy | 


| ons. Indeed every ſou'e | 


| taine of bliſſe. Bur ſhall I 


| thee, and perſiſt inevill ? | 
| God forbid. All this while 


 finnes, for there is-pardon | 
enough to remove the. 
guilc char fin bath brought | 
upon thy foule, there is 
power enough 'to make 


thee maſter thy corruprti- | 


| 


ſhould ſay thus, Tr 18 true | 
Lord, my fſinnesare many 


parted from thee the foun- 


g0e on yet further from 


1 ſpeake to broken hearted 
Chriſtians You prophane | 
' ones, you haye your por 
tion already and ſhal have 


more ( 
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| dramne unto Chriſt. 1 | 
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more afterwards therefore = | 
a while ſtand you by, and | | 
| ler che Children come to 
their (hare. 
The Lord lookes to biz Eſy; 66. Ze. 

that is of an humble and con- , ©? ty 
trite heart, and that trembles | | 
before him, A poorecrea- 
tyre cannot . but obſerve 
every word, and tremble | 
at every truth. Here is ſal- | 
vation (indeed. faith hee) | | | 
| but it is not mine, here is | | 
mercy, bur I have no part | 
| 
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mit; and ſohee ſhakes at | 
| the apprehenſ? 16n, conelu- 
ding certainly I ſhall ne- 
ver enjoy ir. Now marke_ 
what the text faith, The | 
Lord lyokes at ſuch 4 yOu 
blins 7 ſoule, that js, he caſts | Y 
ſveer intimations of his | 
| goodnefſe and indneſſe | 
| G3 upon | | 
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upon him, and faith, Thou 
- | poore trembling ſinner, to 
| thee be it ſpoken, I have | 
an eye towards thee in the | 
_ | Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
Elay.40.2 Comfort ye , comfort yee 

my people (faith the Lord) 

' ſpeake comfortably to Jeruſa- 

| lem, andcry unto her that ber | 
| warfare is accompliſhed, and 
her iniquity is pardoned , tell 
| 1eruſaltm ſhe is accepted, tell 
her what my minae 15,S0 the. 
Lord faich to his Mini- 
 ſters, Speaſe to the heart 
of ſach an humbled peni- 
tent ſinner, tell him from | 
MEE, tell himfrom Hea- | 
['ven, tell him from the 
Lord Jeſas Chriſt,tell him 
from under the hand of 
| the Spirit his perſon 15 ac- | 
| cepted, and his ſinnes are 


———— ——————— 6 


done 


þ drawne unto  Chrift | 


—T_____n—__cc. 


done away, and he ſhall be 
looked upon in mercy. 


of a ſoule truly humbled, 
1n whom wee may ſee the 
behaviour of a true pe- 


Gods dealing towards him. 
The Text ſaith, Surely 
have beard Ephraim TG 
ning himſelfe (there's the 
heart broken & thirſting) 
{ thou haſt chaſtiſed mee, and l 
| was chaſtiſed, turne thou to 
| mice , and I ſhall beturned: 


Ephraim is the picture | 


 nitent towards God , and | 


thou SS the Lord my GOD, 
Surely after that 1 was tur- 
| ned 1 repented,and after that 
I was inſtraded, 1 fmote up- 


[ did beare the reproach of my 
your, As if the ſinner. 
4G > 4 ſhould 


AC@_AL = a tt 


02 my thith , I was aſhamed, 
| Jeaewven confounded, becauſe | 


| 
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ſhould ſay, Iam the wretch | 


| means of grace in abun- 


{ dant meaſure, and yet ne- 


ver profited under the 
ſame. The Lord hath cor- 


{reted me,bur I would not 


be tamed ; He hath inſtru- 


| ed me, but I would not 


learne. Lord taurne mee, 
 Thon art my God; T have 
nothing in my ſelfe : : Nay, 
now I ſee the eyills which 
before I never perceived; 
And I obſerve the baſe- 


i 


{f dered; And I am aſha- 


med of 1 my abuſe of grace 
revealed, I am even con- 


choſe abominations which | 


my foule hath harboured. | 


| _- _ This 


that have ſeene all the 


I en, os Ons 


———— OR 


—Dp_mn_  —- ew we oo. _— 


| neſſe of my courſe now | 
which before I never con- 


| 


| 


| 


| 


fended, in the ſenſe of. | 


—_— 


| drawne # ts Chr "I 


——_—TTr_— co 


his is the mourning ofa 
' poore ſinner; Now marke 


7 
| n— 
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& 


[wer bim, I doe earneſtly re- 
member bins ftill , therefore 


\ bim, 1 will ſare have mercy 


ay, T obſerved all thoſe ſe. 
thoſe reares, I heard all 


{inner , that ſeekes-to me 


"I IS 


my loving kindneſſe. 
| Now the ſecondmeans 
of cure is this , take.heed 


——— 


my bowels are troubled for 


| Gods anfiver : Ephraim is | 
. | my ſonne, hee & a pleaſant | 
ite for ſince I ſpaks a= 


up0n "him. As who ſhould | 


cret ſighes, Iconfidered all | 


—_— 


lth. tA tt. At 4 I 


——— 


FW" _— — 


thoſe prayers, and rooke | 
[notice of all thoſe com: | 
plaints, and my bowells | 
earne towards this Poore | 


for mercy. And the rrath | 
is, wiil embrace him with | 
] 
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56 wy” he poore donbting Chriſtian 


of ' judging thy eſtate by 
| carnall reaſon without the 
rule,as thus it is thefaſhion | 
of poore diſtreſſed ſpirits, 
to paſſe fearcfull ſentence 
upon themſelves upon 
groundlefſe arguments, i 

| to ſay, I never foundit, 

| feele no ſuch thing , wrt | 
feareitisnot ſo. Thus we | 
| hear thoſe carnall pleas 
which Sathan helps us to : 
invent, and we judge our 
| Thedar- | ſelves by them: Now, T | 
es | ay, take heed of this, and 
ourtelyes | Make conſcience of this | 
| raſb'y. {fame, as of any other ſinne 
_ | of ſwearing, ſtealing, who | 
ring,or murther, for this 1s | 
as truely a ſinne as thoſe, 
though not ſo great ; nay, 
tis a farre greater {in than | 
you imagine. Conſider 
this * 


. -— ion 


| 


|. 
| 


| 


| 


| worke of his grace ; inde- | 


| drawneunts Chrift | 


—— 


this you humble-hearred | 


Chriſtians, for ro you I | 


ſpeake z for when upon | 
theſe grounds thou con- 

 cludeſt thy cafe and eſtate | 
1s naught : ſee againſt how 
many Commandements 
thou ſinneſt. Firſt, thon 
diſhonoureſt God and the 


— 


nying that which GOD 
hath done for thee, & ſpea- 


keſt wnreverently againſt 
God; thou art a murderer, 


þ= woundeſt thy owne | 


foule; thou robbeft thy | 


 felfe of comfort, and art a 
 thiefes andthon bereft faiſe 


 witneſſe againſt thine owne | 


| hearr, yea againſt Chriſt, 


and his Spirit, and the | 


worke of grace wrought 


inthee, and joyneſt with ! 
M7 - . nhe* 
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| ſpe ake as I thinke. fe 


. \becauſe though the man 
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The poore Ap I Chriſtian” 


te. 


the devill againſt the Lord | 
Chriſt, 
Bur thon wilr ſay, 


hinders nor, bur chat thou. 
|beareſt falſe witneſle : as. 
we ſee, if a men affirme 
ſuch a ene 1s a drunkard,. 
and knowes it nor, this | 
man beares falſe witneſſe,. 


bee a drunkard, yet hee | 
 knowes it not: fo thou 

fayeſt thou haſt nothing..; 
when as thou doſt onely | 

feareit,and ſuſpect it, and | 
thelike : : Froake chis rhe | 
[rather, becauſe of the fin-| | 
fall diſtemper that.creepes 
in upon the hearts of ma- 
ny broken-hearted: Chri- | 
ſtians , thatout of a ſelfe- | 


w1illd rode of carnall rea-. 
_ fon, 


_—_ 


ſon, - and a vie haunc 


| chat they have got , their | 
hearts are perſwaded that | 


they doe well ro do ſo,and 
rheyare never well except 
they do thus. 
Bur ſactras theſe'(mark.| 
It) when reaſon is plazne, | 
and the Scriptures are ev1- | 
 dently againſt them, they | 
doe not fe much Wn 
what the Miniſter ſaith, | 
bur they ſtand and. invent | 
| how they may anſwere the 
| Miniſter, and ſopur away | 
their owne comforts. Let | 
the feare of God fall upon 
every foule thar heares 
this, and know that how: | 
ſoever you have taken 
lcave to your ſelves, and! 
havetaken up pleas aga: jaſt | 
the truth ,. yet now go? | 


— 


T rewemn unto to Chriſt. | 


your | 
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| 


| ſoule dangerouſly there- | 


| the voice of his Spirit, bur | 
[to liſten to thoſe carnall | 
| pleas which I have no 


your wayes, and mourne 
for it, and wonder that the 


Lord hath not taken away 


all the comfore of his 
grace, andallthe motions. 


 ofhis Spirit from you. The | 


Prophet David prayes the | 
Lord to ts#rxe away his eyes | 
from beholding vanities : 
now if God maſt doe that, 
then much more muſt hee | 
rurn away onr hearts from | 
attending to vanities : I} 
muſt atrend to God, and 


warrant to doe, I ſinne| 
 deepely, and hurc my own | 


by. No man would deale 
with a cheator ; carnal] | 


| reaſon 1s a cheator, there- 


fore 


et 


[to, unleſſe wee reſolve to: 


bes cozened; and it the 


by it conſtraine us : Behold 
| af{ you that kindle 4 fire, 


| ms. that compaſſe your ſelves 
| about with the ſparkles 


| ſhall you have at my hind, 


drawne unto Chriſt. 


1. —— -— OX _— 


fore Jet us notatrend ther- 


danger of the ſinne cannot 


the ſorow that will Come 
| 


| | that ye have kinaled, this 


e ſhall lie downe in ſorrow. 
I will (hew what 1s meant 
| by ſparkles, and what by 
Fr , in the old Law you 
know there was heavenly 
fire continually inthe San- 
| Ctuary, that ſhadowed our 
| to usthe will and wiſdom 
of God in his word : but 


make us doe this, then let| 


_ 


there was alſo ſtrange fire, ! 
chat is, there were divers 
| ſpar- | 


wa 
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EE 


| ſparkles of their owne ima- Th 


| ginations, and conceits ; | 
every poore creature ca- | 


him, and hee 1s ever kind- 


' Tres his tinder-boxe abour 


ling of its which the Lord 
doth _ allow of :—- In} 
that text are two things :\ 
firſt, that the heart of man 
will naturally invent car- 


'npon them: ſecondly, the | 
Mae that follows therenp- 
on, This ſhall yee have of | 


' mine hand, you ſhall lie 


| nall reaſons and pleas a- 
 gainſt ir ſelfe,and be ſerled. 


| 


downe in your owne ſor- 


row, When the Scriptures | 
 arecleare, and reaſons are 
evident, and yet: you will 
have your owne devices, | 
thus much I tell you, you | 
hal lie downe in forrow | 
at 


——— — 
Al— —_——. 


" _ _— 


| __ aramuenntoChriſt. 


at laſt, and you may thank 
your ſelves forit, away 
with your tinder-boxes 
 therfore, abaſe your ſelves 
before the throne of grace 
and bee at length wile to | 


ſalvation. 


| 


| 


eth(faich God by his Pro. 
phert ) come and buy without 
| money, take of the well of the 
water of life , and. live for | 
ever freely. Many a poore 
Miniſter weuld fain leave | 
his commodity behinde 
him, and faith , You muſt 


it; it is your portion, and 
belongs of right anto you; 
we are eyen faine to force 
Gods favours upon the 
ſonle. Webeſeech you to! 


Ho every one that thirſt-| 


beleeve, and wee Intreat | 


} 
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you | 


—— — 
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| 


humble your hearts. 
Bat will any man take 

theſe favours ? 

Nobeloved,many ſweet 
promiſes, and many ad-. 
mirable precious things 
of grace and ſalvation are 
revealed, bur men neither 
paſſe nor care to receive | 


| 


"nefſe and feebleneſſe, longs 
| till the feaſt day commeth, 


benefit by them. Some 
carnal plea or other evades | 
all. This argues plainely 
your ſmall eſtimation of| 
CHRIST. A poorehun 
ory ſinner thar is appre-F* 
henſtve of his owne weak- | 


that hee may partake of 
theſe delicates. Oh how 
carefully will he liſten,and 


— — —_— 


how | 


Ls emma 


nc. 
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arawne unto Chriſl, | 65 


« 


how diligently will he at- 
tend what the Miniſter 
ſaith, and if the Word 
| comes home to his conſci- 
| ence mlightning his hearr, 
and reproving kim of his < | 
ſecret corruption, he cries 
| out, I am in great trou- 
| ble, good Lord comfort | 
me: I am full of doubts, 
good Lord reſolve me: I 
am 1gnorant in ſpiricuall T 
things, geod Lord teach 
me- I have aproud,ſtonr, 
ſtnbborn heart,good Lord | 
hamble me. Take this for 
a generall rule, A good| 
| heart is alwayes at beſt | 

eaſe, when the Word! 
works moſt, But a wicked 
oraceleſſe perſon 15 then 
beſt, when the Word: 7 
works leaſt upon him. | 

| There- Y 


—_— — — — 


—————— A. 


— 


>—— 


' 3.Helpe. 


T he poore doubting Chriff47 


Therefore when he thinks 
the Miniſter will come 
cloſe to his ſoule, hee will 
' not bee at home that day, 
he will be ſnare to be ont of 
| Towne, hee knowes the 
| Word would zwaken him, 

| and affright him, and hee 
| cannot beare .che blow. 
therefore he keepes away, 
and ſhunnes the hearingof 
Geds word, which would 
| worke upon him. 

Bar thirdly, let ns bee 
marvellouſly wary and 
 watcnfull that wee enter 
not into the liſts of diſ- 
pate with Sathan, upon 
thoſe points which are be- 
' yond the reach of man ; 
as thas to ſay, I am not- 
elefted, therefore G o D- 
will not doe me good, it 18 

vaine | 


OY 


drawne wnto Chrift. 


CY 


| Vaane for mee to uſe the 
meanes; my time of mer- 
cy is gone, oh the dayof 
| grace that I have ſeene, 
the Lord knocked ſiveet: 
|ly, and was pleaſed ro re- 
veale my finnes at ſuch a 
| time : but then hard-hear- 
ted wretch that I was, I 
|  ſhutthe dooreof my heart 
againſt the Lord Jes us 
(CHRIST, and now it 1s 
= and paſt, now there 
is no hope for-ever of re- 
ceiving mercy againe: If 
the deviil ger thee here,all 
| thy comfort is gone, for 
upon this ground a man 


_ TR 


ſtands; for if no mancan 
ever know the thing, how 
(hall I bee able to give, or 


thall never receyye reſt to 
his heart while the world | 


any |_ 


— hn. ht. e—_— 


—— — —— 
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\ 
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_- 
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any man to take comfort 
Looke as it is with a poore 
travelling man that ligh- 
reth among theeves, who. 
come and promiſe to cary | 


— — — 


there are no paſſengers 


thou art void of fuccour, | 


ms. 


him a neerer way, and at | 
laſt they bring him into a | 
wood where no paſſengers | 
come, and there they doe | 
what they will with Cp p1 
ſoit is with a poore ſoule, } 
when the devill gers him 
Into theſe ſecret diſputes 
of Gods eternall counſel], 


come this way, therefore 


and Satan may exerciſe his 
pleaſure in terrifying thy 
poore ſoule. Therefore for 
your airec&ion 1n this caſe, 
obſerve three rules. 

Firſt, let the ſoule in this | 


caſe i 


—_— 


drawne unto Chriſt, 


cale ſtay ic ſeife upon the 


er of God, I am God all- 
ſafficient : 1t thou art per. 
(waded of the all-ſuffici- 
ency of G o Þ, this will 
helpe thee : God can doe 

more tha thou canſt think, 
[Hee 1s able, and will doe ' 
thee good, though thou 

know 1t not; and there- 
fore obferve thas much, 
the ſoule never doubts of 
Gods will, butit doubts of 
his power alſo in ſome 

| meaſure. 

Secondly, check thine 

owne heart for medling 

with Gods ſecrets, and 
prying Into his hidden 


Pm ” i 


ny” wo 


| 


; beyond his bounds : it ap- 
pertaines not to thee to. 


| al- mightineſſe of the pow. | 


counſels ; let no man goe | 


| dive ( 


. 
— 


OO ENT om © ans 3 wo oi had 
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\| but revealed things belong to 
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dive into this myſtery. Se- 
cret things belong ts God, 
#5 : and Who hath knowne_) 
| the mind of God ? faith Paul, 
Mark this,you that will be 
going up into the ſkies to 
know what Gods ſecret 
' mind is, keepe your ſtati- 


| 


and all the Devills in hell | 


| | 


| there how the King ſtayes 


| 


| tell if the Lord will repent 
and ſtay his fierce wrath | 


that we periſh not. When | 


never knew the minde of 
the Lord. When onas cri- 
edagainſt Niniveh,ſaying, | 
| Within forty dates all you | 
 drukards, and adulrerers | 
| ſhall be deſtroyed : Mark | 


and 


"I" Re 


the Devil tells thee thus, | 


| 


ons wiſely, for the Devill |. 


| himſelf, ſaying, Who can' 


| m————C—_ 


and faith, ' God hath ap- | 
pointed a way to ſalvati- | 


drawne ants Cbrift. 


ON, and you have had the 
SO_ and did not profit 
by them, therefore G © Þ | 
will never ſhew you mer- 
cie, nor give you grace : 
how cart the Devill tell | 
that? nay alltheDevills in 


_—_— 


walke in that courſe which 
God hath appointed and 
commanded, and doe that 
which I ought, and let me 


| ſay, who knows but GoD 
may breake the heart of a} 
\/proud rebellious ſinner, | 
non? but God knows it. 

Thirdly, Meaſure not 
the riches of Gods love, 
and the ſweetneſſe of his 


Hell cannor rell : let mee | 


grace according to your 
| Owne Cconceits,and do not 


Vo 


D think) _ 
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thinke that becauſe you 


| Cannot CONcelve 1t, there- 


| have lived leudly, returne 


 dantly pardon, 


| ble things. 


not, you think God can- 
'not: Yes, faith the Lord, | 


fore God will not doe it : 
Let the wicked forſake_ his 
wayes , and the unrightcous 
mas his thoughts , ſaiththe 
Prophet: thatis, All yon 
wicked ones, and you that 


from your wicked wayes, 
and from your vaine ima- 
ginations,for he will abun- | 


Bur will the Lord par- 
don all my ſinnes,faith the 
ſoule, I cannot ehink it, It 
L were a God, I ſhould ne- 
ver paſle by ſuch intolera- | 


And becauſe you can- 


I can abundantly pardon, 
we | 


—_—_— . ——— 
— —__ 


ne ng 


——— 


_—_ 


| 


hn. —_ 
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| your thoughts, nor my 


| drawne unto C brif. 


| 


———_ 


for my thoughts are not 


F 


wales as your wales A 
poore creature thinks his 
ſinnes are unpardonable, 
and he ſhall never get aſſu-| 


| rance of Gods love. You | 
are »1en,ſaith the Lord,and | 


bave finite thoughts, bur I 
am God, and have mercy 
infinitely, when you think 
I have no mercy. 

But there were never a- 


[ny ſuch received ro mer-. 


cy, faith the ſonle, and 


therefore why ſhould I be 
 theman? 


When Cnr Ss T had 


wrought many ſtrange 


| miracles, the people ſaid, 


| 


there were never any ſuch 


| things done in Iſrael ; and 


therefore it1s plaine, 'God 
=. can 


Obiett. 


| Anſw. 
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| 


| 


| 


| 


| 


| 


| | 
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can doe things that never | 


| 2#mber, ſaith 1066 : there- 


| doubts and feares , then ' 


were done the like : Hee 
doth great things paſt finding 


ont , and wondrous without | 


fore judge not Gods power | 
and love by what thou | 
canſt conceive. 
The beſt Chriſtians are | 
moſt ſuſpitious of them- 


ſelyes , and none fuller of | 


thoſe that have leaſt cauſe | 


to feare their eſtates are | 
bad. Sathan makes it his. 
chiefe worke to grieve and 
terrifie theſe. And their 
owne diſtruſtfall hearts | 
are alwayes raiſing falſe 
ſurmiſes, and putting mer- 
cie from them, as if they | 
were hired by the devil}, 
to take his part in pleading. 

againſt | 


x 


| ving 


| © drawneunto Chrif, | 


againſt themſelyes. There- 
fore it 15 worth our obſer- 


_——— 


what David faith, 
Pſal.42. The Lord ſhall com- 


| the morning. It 1s a phraſe 


taken from Princes & great 


are a law. So God wil ſend 
| forth his loving kindneſle 
toatruly humbled Chri- 
ſtian with a command. As 


| iFhee ſhould ſay, Goe love 


| and everlafling mercy, take 
thy Commiffion, and I 


to that poore hungry, and 
thirſty ſoule : goe and pro- 
ſper 8 prevaile, and ſettle 


D 3 his 


| 4nd bu loving kindneſſe in | 


my love -upon his heart, | 
| whether hee wuyl or no. 
Thus the Lord charges | 


Comanders, whole words | 


] 


charge thee gotothat poor | 
broken-hearted finner,goe | 


Pſal.q2.18. | 


A 


ct. 


— 
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| Anſw. 


his his loving kindneſſe to doe | 


good to poore finners, and 


; by his owne Almightineſſe 


|ftaz 'eth the fonle , when it 


| 15 ready to linke under the 


' burthen of its tranſgreſſi- | 


' ONS. 
_ Whar, ſhall I have mer- 
cie, -No, No, (faith the 


; doubting heart 2) Will the 


Lord Jeſus accept me? No 
ſurely. Could I 


could I performe duties 
after this and this manner, 
then there were ſome 


mercy for me. 

Let mee tell thee who 
ever thou art, God invites 
thee in particular , and all 


apper- 


pray ſo, | 
and had I thefe parts, and! 


hope, bur alas there is no | 


the ſweetneſſe in Chriſt, 
and his precious promiſes, 


i 


| 


| 


_——. 
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dr awne unto Chrift.. 


7 ———_— Ce —— LS 


whatſoever. 
| - No) No, faith the trem- 


leeve it; ſach a wretchas 
I goe to heaven, Ir can- 
not bee; heaven ſhall ra- 
therfall then I come there. 
' Thas the diſcouraged ſin- 
ner knocks off mercy, and 
{hats the doore againſt 
 himſelfe. 


Now when all carnal! 


| reaſonings, and high ima- 
| ginations , (as Paul calls 


| them ) have raiſed up 
ſtrong holds againſt mer- 
cie and comfort; whenthe 


\ word cannot for the pre- 


1 


ſent ſettle peace in the 
D 4: - 


—_— 


| 


| appertaine ro thy ſoule, | 
and thon haſt as greatan | 
| intereſt in them,as any ſer-_ 
vantof God in the world 


bling foule, I cannot be- 


 0bjedt. 
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| Commiſſion from heaven, 


| open the doore of the 
heart of ſuch a fi nner,rend | 


[that vayle of ignorance 


that 1s befiwe his eyes, fi- 
lence all his donbts and 
feares; And I charge you 


 cheere it., refreſh it with 
the ſenſe of my fayour, 
and- fill it with the afſu- 


rance of my love. 


ſaith the Apoſtle,Chriſt d:- 
ed for us. The Lord ſends 


| from: heaven to a poore 
R miſerable creature, Com- 
| mend my loye, commend 


my mercy to ſach a diſtreſ- 


| ſed 


_—__ 
_ _ —— 


y- TE _ —_—_— 


ſaying, I charge you, break | 


Foe home tothat ſonle,and | 


Whileſt wee were enemies, 


ſoule, God 1s faine at IJ | 
'to command loving kind- | 
nefſe, and ſend him with a | 


| 


_ 


| ſerved in heaven ; 
| know that the Lord 


ſed ſoule , 


' enemie to mee, yet lama 


beene a loving GOD to 
him. Tell him his ſinnes 
are pardoned , his perſon | 
| acceprted,and his ſoule ſhal 
be ſaved. Tell him his 


were ſjaners. Make this 


le. At... Al. 


drawn unto » Chr 1 


wa 


though hee hath beene an 


friend ro him. Tell him | 
though hee hath beene a 
| Traytour to mee, T have | 
beene a good King ro him. | 


Hee hath beene a rebell to | 


mee, bur tell himI have | 


fighes and groanes are 
heard, and his prayers ob- | 

let him | 
Jeſus | 
died for i1nners when they | 


good to his ſoule I charge 
you before you come back. | 
Therefore the fourth | 

D 5. -- cure} 


and. tell him: | 


| I 80 


{to be approved , ler the 


| examined ;z it the Word 
| ſpeake for thee, 1t 1s no 
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cure 15 this, and it is ſpect. 


| ally to be obſerved above | 


all in thy proceeding with | 


| thy ſelfe in judgement ; | 


that ts, Paſle no ſentence | 
againſt thy ſoule , but ac- | 
cording to the evidence | 
of the Word : if thou arc 
word of G O D avprove | 
thee, and let his word-exa- | 
mine thee, if thou art to be 


ym. 


matrer though all men and 
Angels ſpeak againſt thee, 
and if the word conderane | 
thee, itis no matter who 
ſpeakes for thee : what 
though ſome wrangling 
reylerſtepin, and will be | 
determining the cauſes be- | 
fore the Judge comes ; yet | 


— 


] 


W- 
| 


| drawneanto Chriſt. | 


—— 


g”—_—_ 


————— 
bd 
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 ſelfe by that, _ hold to 


ance amy 


a wiſe man will C ſtay till 


his leaſure, Deale thou fo 
with thine owne ſfoule,pur 


word come, and judge thy 


that for ever. The lizht is 
that which manifeſteth all 
things; the meaning 1s this, 
the light of the word, and 
the evidences of Gods 


not the caſe tobe tryedby ; 
a company of peevith car. | 
nal reaſons, but ſtay rill the | 


the Judge comes, and wait | - 


ſou'les of Gods peop!e ; all | 


reaſoning 
and miſts which make a j 


' man that he cannot ſee the | 


{ 


way ; bur bring him to the 


rruth manijeſted to rol 


ſenſe and feeling of carnall | 
, are like fogges | 


| 


| light,andthen his ſtare and | 
| condition Will bee mani- 


—_—_—. 
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tings , becauſe hee that 


{intereſt in Chriſt, ſhall F 
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feſted what it is. Learne of 
me (faith our Saviour) and 
you fhall finde reſt to your 
fenles + And the Pſalmilt | 
ſaith, 1 will enquire what the 
Lord will ſay : (fo fay thou, TE | 
will not hearken what car- | 
nall reaſon will ſay. The 
want of this is the cauſe | 
why we have ſo many di- | 
ſtrations and diſquier- 
ments, & are ſtil] in doub- | 


teacheth us is adeluder. 


For the poore ſoule. 
ſaich, Whar,ſhall Fhave an 


have ticle ro the promiſes? | 
nay, this belongs te thoſe 
that are broken-hearted: | 
indeed if I had fuch po-| 


wer againſt corruption, | 
#ach heavenly mindednes, 


and | 


| 


| ; 7 unto Chriſt | 


| ſo full of veakneſle, and | 


 |Chriſt- Who, or what 


were ſome hopes, but L am | 


many times led captive by | 
| my rebellious heart ; that 
1t 1s too apparent I never 
| had ſaving grace, nay, E 
feare I never (hall have it 


and where learned you 
you nevyer learned it of 


word tells you, If I have: 
ſuch corruptions, I (hall 
never have grace ? not the | 
| word of Chriſt,I am ſure : :- 
| wherefore I charge you | 
ho!d ro the truth of the | 
| word ;, Learne of we, faith | 
| chrif, and put not your | 


cauſe to bee decided by | 


and this Hd that , here T7 


truly wrought in my ſoule. | 
| But who told you fo, 


this Religion? I am ſure | 


Car- | 


_ Y 
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carnall reaſon, nor tor hearken 
whar ir relleth you ; for if 
you take that courſe, you 
ſha'! never come to Chriſt 
| whilſt the world ſtanderh: 
| Learne of the Lord Chriſt, | 
for his word 1s faichfall, | 
| and his promile ſure, and} 
| there you ſhall inde reſt | 
| as ftrong as Mount Sion ; | 
it 13 that word whereby | 
chou ſhale be judged at the 
great day, when ſenſe and ; 
feeling (hall be caſt owt for 
| wranglers,and never come 
inco Court. Thus much | 
of rhe toure cures : I will | 
| now propound fourerules | 
now a man may order 
himſeife aright in this | 
courſe, ſo that he may re- 
Maire to the ward at all 
times, as he ought to doe, 

and: 


— EST” my_ 


= TI 
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' drawne unto Chriſt. | 


— 


and gaine - evidence there | 
for eſtabliſhing his heart in 
peace and tranquillity, 


Rules to dire a Chriſti- 
an how io nſe the Word 
of God for the evidence. 
of hs aſſerance, 


Firſt,to uſe the word of 
God aright: as thou muſt 
1 all conditions that con- 
cerne thy ſoule repaire ro 


the Word, ſo thou muſt | 


conſider thine. owne up- 
rightneſſe, and what work 
of grace 1s in thy ſoule, 
that wil anſwer the word, 

and teſtifie that the worke| 


| ef grace is true: be ſure to| 


take thy ſoule at the beſt; 
doe not alwayes conſider! 


| what is the worſt part in| 


| thee, 


\ Rule. 3 


. | 
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thee, nor thy filings that 
may accuſe thee onely,but 
| if chere bee any upright- 
neſſe that may ſpeake for 
| thee, heare thatalſo ; Iris 


heare one (ide and nor an- 
other : the Lord doth nor 
lie at catch with his chil- 
dren, bathe takes them at 
the beſt : as Rowr.4.22.1t is 
faid that Abraham beleeved 
the promiſe, and it was im-. 
| puted to him for righteouſe-. 
 veſſe: yerin the 12.0f Gey. 
, we ſee he had ſome doub- 
| tings, but God teoke him 


1.Pet.2.6, At the beſt, and ſorecords 
| Gen.18.12 this of his faith. Sowe ſee 


that $arab 1s ſpoken of as | 


paterne for women in cal. 


_ 


injuſtice for any Court to | 


2 gracious woman, and a | 


CO Ton I T—_—_ 


| 
[ling her haſband Lord; | 
— which | 


Mt »- 24>. a i b8.4., gia Mhz: 


drawne unto Chriſt. Z 


m— Q_ 


which was a figne of an 
humble heart; but yet we 
'reade that ſhe derided the 
meſſage of the Lerd by 

| the Angel; yer ma 


ſtanding the Lord buries | 


that, and onely mentions 
| che oatherin the commen- | 
dations of her. Now as the 
Lord deales with his ſer- 
'vants, ſo muſt wee deale 
| with our ſelves, whatſoe- 
ver 1s found ſincere and 
upright, obſerve that as 
well as the ether, nay ra- 
ther before the other. If a 
| man ſhould have his cauſe | 
handled in any Court af- 
ter this faſhion, and they 

ſhould onely obſerve the 
failings in his cauſe, the | 
beſt cauſe may happily go 


againſt a man, therefore 
the 


— Þ 
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| 


the Court will heare all | 
| read; as if any Bond or | 
 |Bill come in, orany mat- 

|  [terofagreement,they will} 
heare all: If a man have 
an Indenture, and the 
Lawyer onely opens and' 
reads the failings in it,and 
}rchar which ſeems to make | 
againſt the party, if the 
| Judge onely heare that, it 
\ muſt needs goe againſt 
him, and therefore the 
man ſaith, Good my Lord 
heare all : and when they 
ftinde tt written thar ſuch 
F a debt 1s paid,and the par- 
( | ty ſatisfied, then the canſe | } 
goes well; whereas if they | 
| | | had heard onely the firſt] 4 
' | part, andnor the ſecond, | 1 
hee had loſt all. So, many | 
| | bring in great inditements | | 


__—— 
_— 


——___ .———_ 
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How careleſſe of" injoy ing | 


vhat pride and 
ſtubbornneſſe.. is in my | 
heart, oh how weake am! 
I, and dall, and dead, and 
backward ro holy durics > 


to 


communion with G © D? 


How negligent in fifting |. 


and trying my own heart, | 
in watching over my ſen- | 
ſes, and mourning in ſe- | 
cret for my dayly failings? | 
Itis trae ; but art chou not 
troubled With theſe, and 
is it not the greateſt griefe | 
of thy ſoule that lies upon 


thee? ; yea, ſaicrhthe poore | 


ſoule, I confeſſe my heart 
is weary of theſe, and I 
c_ be content to bee a- 

ny thing, that I could nor 
bee thas : now take thy | 


ſoule. 


C WW ay vv A A a as 


| 


| thon maiſt take 1c; but we 


| 


| promiſe to a ſtafle, you 
| know the backe of a mans 


| right ſide of thy ſoule to | 


4 he poore doubting Chriffia” | 


 foule on this fide , and| 
 heare the beſt part: as it} 
| © . FF 

1s with a mans hand and. 
the ſtaffe, I compare the 


hand cannot take hold of 
the ſtaffe, bur let him curn 
the palme of his hand to 
the ſtaffe, and then he can 
rake it :-1o turne thou the 


the promiſe, and then 


| 


turne the back-ſideof our 
hearts to the promiſe, 
when the ſonle ſaith, Oh 
my ſ{tubbornnefſſe is grear, 
and mine inabilities and 
corruptions are many; this 
1s the wrong ſide of thine 
hearc, and this will eyer 
hinder thee from taking 


20091 


——_ —} 4 


| 
| 
| 


{ 


4 


| 


| 
| 


| 


| 


|rurne that to the pro- 


| thy conſcience ſetled ant 
| eſtabliſhed in - that truth 


beare witnefſe of the work 


| drawne unto  Chrift 


hold of the promiſe, but 
hy ſoule hares theſe, and 
1s weary of them; chis i is 
the right fide of the heart, | 


miſe. 
Secondly, Labour tohave 


which now- one of the 
Word thou haſt gotten, to 


hn... 


— 


of grace in thee; for if 
there bee any want of the 
aſſurance of Gods love, 
and if che evidence of the 
work of grace come not 
powerfully in upon thy 
heart, but there is ſome 
guilr of ſinne {till remai- 
ning, then conſcience will 


breed new broiles, and 
continually nip and dif- 


Rele, 2. | 
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quiet che heart; therefore 
as wee muſt have our| 
| judgement informed by | | | 
|the Word that there is | 
ſome good in us, ſowee 
maſt get conſcience per- | 
{waded of it, that conſci- 
ence may ſpeake for ns: 
| as the debtor, if he be 1n- 
debred to many creditors, | 
he muſt agree with all; for 
if hee agree with all fave 
| one, that 9xe may Impri- 
| | fon him as well as all the 
\reſt: So it 1s wich the 
Ppoore diſtreſſed fonle that. 
| | lies at the mercy of the | |} 
Lord, and is fo deepeina- | | 
rerages that hee cannot | |; 
helpe himſcelfe, he muſt la- 
|. bour ro ſtill conſcience, | | 
that it doe not accuſe him, | | 
| butbeon his ſide, | | 
20, The | 


——_ —— 
"a —_> 


—— 
hd 


—. 
—_— 


| drawne auto Chrit, 


" The wantof this is the 
cauſe why new ſuics and 
new bills are dayly put up 
againſt us, onely becauſe 
confcience isnotpacified ; 
take a Poore ſinner that 
hath all his doubts and ob-. 

jections anſwered,come to 
hin and ſay, Are all theſe | 
all your doubts and obje- 
cions? yes: andarethey_ 


| 


have you now any thing 

to ſay againſt that which 
hath beene madeknowae | 
unto you? no not now : 
Say to him againe, Did 
your conſcience ſay to. 
you,it 15a finne to ſay you. 
have nograce ? Now here 
{hee demurres and ſtayes, | 
and faich, No I dare nor 
ſay fo, bur I rather ſay the 


contrary. 
R—— ax w—_ 


all anſwered? yes: and 


| 


| 


| 


( 


IF 


D 
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contrary. Marke this, all 
| the books are croſt , and 
alt objeftions anſwered, 

and yet conſcience puts in 
| a new plea, becauſe it was 
| not farisfied. 
Now come to him a. 
| gaine, and ſay, You are | 
ſometimes captived by | 
finne, bur you are willing 


| to bee at Gods diſpoſing. | 
| and that he ſhould plucke | 


| away al thoſe corroprions, 


| are you not ? 
| Oh faiththe poore fin- | 
(ner, I muſtneeds yeeld co | 
that : : then I aftirme to thy | 
ſoule this 1s a work of true 
grace : therefore ler con- 
| ſcience bee fully farisfied, | 
and cancel] all ſelfe-accufa- | 
| tons; this will cleare the 

hearr, and caſt outall ca- 


| 
| 


—_— 


——_—. 


——C. 


a — 


at ſuch a time that my 


| drawne ants 1 Chriſt. 


 vills thar'come in againſt |- 
us: For if our conſciences| 


condemne us not, then wee—| 
have boldneſſe toward; God: | 
we muſt mark conſcience, 
and bee convinced, rhartit | 
is a ſinne to lay, Godharh| 
not wrought this worke of | 
grace 1n' our hearts : for | 
chough fenſe and feeling 


bee ſometimes gone, yet] 


conſcience remembers the 
day and yeare when hee 
had a cleare evidence of | 
Gods love,and faich, Lord | 
thou knowelt it, and cthoa 
didiſt ſay out of chy Word 


q 
| 
| 
| 
| 


heart was upright and (in- 
cere in thy ſight, | 
Ic ſhould bee with a 
poore tianer, as it is with 
2 wiſe man when he would 
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make his lands ſare. unto 


evidences and writings, he 


| and ſuch a day, that if hee | 


 {cience, and there findethe | 


The poore doubting Clriftien 


him and his poſterity by | 


_—— 


15 not content onely to 
have his evidences in his 
owne keeping , but will } 
have them inrolled in 
Chancery , ſuch a yeare, 


{hould loſe his deeds, hee | 
may be ſure to finde them | 
againe there : ſo it ſhould 
be with a diſtreſſed ſoule, 
wee ſhould not onely bee 
content to have all our 6b- 
jections anſwered, bur get 
them recorded in the. 
Court of Conſcience, that | 
when ſenſe and feeling is 
loſt, yer wee may readily 
goe to the Court of Conn 


day and FOR when Gods 
_Jove. 


| 


CC 
—_— 


[receive 1t,and calmly wel- 


drawne anto Chriſt. 


| 


—— 


s 


ove was made ſure to ns... 


Thirdly,we ſhould ſtrive 


"0 


mightily to have our heats 
over-powred with the evi- 


dence which reaſon and 
conſcience makes good to 
us, that ſo we may quietly | 


come it, and yeeld and. 


| ficke, for there arethree 


ſubject our hearts to the. 
trarh. But here wee all | 


things 1n the ſoule of a 
man which maintain theſe | 
quarrels and oppoſitions 
againſt the evidence of 


jets: 2. Conſcience ac- 


man will not ſubmit : and 
wee finde it 1n experience 
that when a man hath ftil- 
led conſcience,and anſwe- 


the Word: 1, Reaſonob- | 
cuſeth: 3. The Will of | 


ti. 


"_— 


E 2 red 


——— 


hen. amen th as 
adam 
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red all reaſons, yet the 
ſtubbornnefle of the heart 
mainraines a gaine-ſaying 
againſt the truth, and} 
keepes. the olde quarrell| 
chat hath been anſwered | 
long agoe, and that a man] 
would think had been bu. | 
ried long ſince. It 1s 1n this 
caſe with a poore finner, 
as it 1s with a man that 
hath a contentious adyer- | 
fary ; happily the ' cauſe. 
that they two have in 
hand hath beene tried in 
all the Courts of England, | 
and at laſt comes to Chan- 
cery, and there it is Con- 


| cluded againſt him,fo that | 


all rhings are ſetled and | 
ended, as a man would 
think, and an honeſt man 


would fir downe and bee | 


quiet : 
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quiet : but the other being 
a quarrelſome fellow will 


{ nof yeeld yet, bur to the 
old law he will againe,and | 
hee will ſell all he bath bur | 
| he will have his will; till 


atthe laſt the Judge comes 
torake notice of this man, 


| and ' caſts out the cauſe, 


and puts him 1n priſon, 


[and faith, Theſe things 


were all anſwered, and the 


| cauſeended long agoe : 
Juft ſo for all the world | 
11s it with the heart of a 


gracious man that 15 hum- 
bled in ſome meaſure, and 
could bee content to yeeld 
to the credit of Gods 
word, and to the witrneſſe 
of his conſcience,and faith 
My condition is better 


| drawne unto Chrif. | 


than I thought ic was, | 


| 
| 


| 
| 


E 3____ but 


| 
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| not bee quier, bur ſtill 1s 


"is -——_ 
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U———_ 


| but there is an old prond 


ſe}fe-willed heart that will | 


| 


| quarrelfome , and main- 
[anives the old quarrell ; 


Though reaſons are all | 


' confuted, and conſcience 
 beares witneſſe againſt 
him, and every Miniſter 
caſts out the cauſe; yer 


obſerve it, a poore diſtteſ: 


— =”. 


ſed ſinner will keepe the 
old objections,and though 
they were anſwered the 


| 


he before, yet hee will 


| have them freſh the next: 


morning, and the next 


i moneth, even when a man 


would think he ſhonld nor 
dare to come in Court ; 

and the miſchiefe lies _— 
here, ina proud ſelfe-wil- 


| led heart that will nor. 


A_ 


yeeld, Therefore labour 
to get thy heart fo farre 
over-powerd with the 
authority of rhe truth, 
| whatſoever it 15 thar God 
 reveales to thee for thy 


| = arawne unto Chriſt. 3 | 


 theevidence which G o d 
' | makes known and paſſeth 
upon thy fonle for thy e- 
verlaſting well-fare, doe 
| not (I ſay) reject it: and 
| becauſe thou haſt not that 
| comfort that thou woul- 
deſt, therefore thou wilt | 
have none art all : it is not | 
properly becauſe thou 
canſt not, bur becauſe 
| thou wilt not receive the 
promiſe, that ſo wracks 
and torments thy ſpirit : 
this 1s 1t which breeds the 
| Quarrell : and hence it 1s 
HE E 4 that 


——— 


| 


good, and doe not reject | 


re © TOYNOOU 


| ed,and conſcience convin- 
| ſed, aſk the ſoule this que- 


your ſanle? no (faith he) 
all the world all not per- 
{ſwade meeof that, Mini. 


[ver think thus of me, cer- | 
tainely I (ball never finde' 


| what I ſay, this is meerely 


The poore e doubting C hrifian | 


thac when reaſon] 5s fatisfi- | 


ſtion,and ſay,Are you per- 


ſwaded that the Lord hath 
| done- you good, and will | 


ſhew everlaſting mercy to 


ſters are mercifull, and | 
Chriſtians are charitable, 
and are loth to diſcourage 
me, as I ſhould doe to 
them, bur did they know 

me indeed they wary ne- | 


itſo: What I grace? all 
the world ſhall never per- 
{wade mee to it, Marke 


thy pride and ſelfe-wil- | 
neſſe ' 


—_— — ——— 


willing togive thee ; this 
helliſh and devilliſh pride 


| ble pride, againſt the Ma- 


—— 


{ning our ſelves, this can- 


| = drawne unto Chrift. 


ii... 


'nefſe that will not receive 
that good which God is 


| 


of thine will coſt thee 
deere one day. 

But will ſome ſay, How 
is 1t pride? wee are ever. 
| complaining and condem- 


not be pride. 

Yes I fay it 1s abomina- 
jeſty of heaven ; and that, 
I will ſhew theſe two | 
wayes : Firſt for a man to 
follow his owne concetts | 
and ſelfe-wilnefle againſt } 
the truth, and the force of 
reaſon, and the witneſſe 
of the ſervants of GoD, 
and his owne conſcience, 
is not this pride ? is 


| 


5 _Second- 


C£ TaQwOOort | 
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Secondly, thy pride ap- 
 peares 1n this, namely, be- 
cauſe thon haſt not what 
chou wouldeſt, and in that | 
| manner and meaſure thou 


deſireſt, and haſt not that 
ſweerneſſe of grace and 


| conqueſt over corruption | 


that chou wouldſt have, 
they thou flingeſt a- 

way all Gods kindueſſs; 
this isinfinite pride: Thar | 
meaſare of mercy which 


| 


[ \ 


God hath already ſhewed 
thy ſoule is incomprehen- 
| fible, and yet becauſe you | 
cannot have what you | 
would, you will have no- 
thing at all. As a man thar 
hath the Law on his ſide, 
and his eſtate ſetled on 
him, yer becauſe his evi- 
dences arenot written in 


- —m—_— DS _ —— tt. _ 
—_— 
——— 


great 


| | have nor ſo much as you 


| them all away : fo you | 


drawne unto Chriſt, | 


—— — 


oreat huge letters, and in 
large paper, hee throwes 


| 


have no grace, becauſe you 


| would have; you haveno 
humility , "becauſe you 
have not ſo much humili- | 
ty : Oh pride, pride,in the | 
higheſt degree. 

Labour therefore to 
bring thy heart to this | 


bleſſed ſubjection to the | 
truth of God, and make ' 


It thy duty as well to re- 
ceive comfort when God 


offers it upon good 


' grounds, as to doe a duty 
| commanded , 
that it 1s a f nne to re- | 
| ject mercy. when God 
| offers 1t, as to killa man 


and know 


wag God hath forbid- 


den; ! 
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| Saints of God that have | 


| hearts begin to ſlide away. 


| diſtemper 


ll Rs 


earn 


den ; and therefore you | 


beene peſtered thus, and 
have beene enemies to 
your ſelves, when your 


thus, take your hearts and | 
-reafon thus with your 
ſontes,and ſay,Good Lord, | 
 thisis the proud ſtubborne 
of this vile 
heart of mine;whar would-| 
T have ? 1s not Gods word 
cleare, and my conſcience 
ſatisfied? doe not the Mi- | 
niſters of God aftirme my | 
ſtare ro be good ? and | 
ſhall I thus diſhonour 
God? 
Bur what faith the poor | 
fouleagaine, Muſt I cate 
mine owne words, and fay 
T have grace, when before 


COEEeeE OOO 


| 
1 X 


a tne. en... i 
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WO 
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LS 


[intheend, yer thou ſhalt | 
be as it were in hell upon | 


| One would haye thought | 


drawne #nto Chriſt, 
I faid I had none? 
Yes, and be thankfall 
ro God that thou mailt ſay 
ſoroo; it 1s better for you. 
ro crofſe your owne hu- 
mours, than crefſe Gods 
Spirit : take notice of it, 
and feare for eyer,leſt thar | 
proud and ſtubborne ſoule 
of thine, which now refu- 


ſeth conſolation when God | 
offers 1t, be forced to cat 


2 


thy knees, and never get 


comfort to thy dying day; | 


and though God fave thee 


earth. | 


it had beene humility in 
Peter to refuſe to ler Chriſt | 
waſh hs fect, but it was no- 


thy fleſh, and come upon | 


\---_ -_ __ 


| 


hem — 
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| fore Chriſt takes. him up 


| deed the only way tocure 


ching but pride,and t there- 
for it ſharply,(which is in. 


this diſtemper) If 7 waſh | 

thee not thow haſt no part in| 
me : if you will needs haye 
your owne humours, and 
will notbe perſwaded, you | 
may get youdowne to hell 
with them : Peter pauſed | 
with himſelfe a while, bur | 
at laſt when his ſtomack | 
came downe.then. Lord, not | 
only my feet, but my bands & 
heart and all, Te1s humihiey | 
of heart to take what God 
offers. Moſt Chriſtians | 
thinke they are humble-, 
hearted, but they are ſo | 
farre proud, as they give | 
leave to this diſtemper-: 
therefore labour to over- 


F 


| 


| maſter | 


adrawne unto Chriſt, | 


— 
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[ leſt he take away the com- 


| Maintaine the good word 


| dence thar «thy eſtate 1s 


maſter this oaine-ſaying | 
heart of thine , with the 


God, and learne to receive 
mercy when God offers it. 


fort of his Spirit from you, 


graves. Though hee bring 
you to heaven 1n the end, 
yet you may haye a hel] 
before you come thither. 


The laſt Rule 1s this, 


which thy heart hath ſub- 
mitted to, and keepe it as 
the beſt treaſure under 
heayen ; -and when thou 
haſt obtained certaine evi- 


good, heare nothing a-' 
gainſt it, bur ſtick faſt to} 


| 


authority of the word of | 


and make you goe how- | 
_ i ling and roaring to your 


| the: 


Rule 4. 


WH. 2% op.  emP39—+ Ps. 


| the ſame, regard nothing 
but out of the word of 


perſwaded of by the word, 
if Sathan or carnall reaſon 


| have any thing to fay a- 


gainſt thee, let them bring 
Scripture , and then yeeld 


| toit,but without the word 


 heare nothing. Looke as it 
18 witha man that 1s at law 


a 


| for lands , if hee have his 
| adverſary on the hip, and 


have gotten ſome adyan- 
tage againſt him, hee will 


| keepe him there, and hold 


| will follow every wrang- 
| ling Lawyer at every im- 
; pertinent out-ſtraying, he 

will neyer have any good : 
 ſlc-? 


| 


i 
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| God, againſt that comfort | 
and evidence of thy falva- | 
tion, which thon haſt been } 


— <— — 


| him to the poine, If a man | 


I» 
q % 


| 


| 


_ 


| 


drawne unto.Chrift, 


ſnecefle ; it is the faſhion 
of many Acrcurnies rather 
zo breed quarrels, rhan to 
end them ; and therefore 
hold co the maine poinr. 
 Deale with Sathan as with 
| a ſubcill adyerfary thar is 
full of wiles and ferches. Ir 
1s the cunning of the ene- 
mie to lcad you ont, and 
hee will have many vaga- 
ries, but be ſure to hold to 
that cruch which you have 


dence of the word,and the 
| witneſſe of conſcience. 
When a man hath gotren 
| ſome comfort ,. then the 
devill begins to play the 
Lawyer in this manner, 
Doeſt thou not ſee how 
weake and poore thou art? 


how deſtitute of all faving. 
_ = 


received from the evi-| 


; 


| 
| 
$athan. 

| 


| 
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Singer, 


$athan. 


y 


( thou walkeſt to God? 


| | How the ſoule being tempted 


| weakneſſe,and ſecretly un- | 


ds 
| S7nRer. 


fore ſhall inde mercy, the 


grace , and how contrary 


| 


may anſwer Sathans accu- 
Z ſations, 
Ic is true (faith the ſou)) | 
yer It 1s as true that hee 
that confeſſeth and forſa- 
keth his ſinne , ſhall have | 
mercy. 

But (faith 'the deyill) 
doeſt thou not ſee that 
thon art full of pride and} 


| willing to come to duties ? 

Itis trne(faith the ſoule) 
I am fo, yetT hate and de- 
fire to forſake this , there- 


word faith ſo. 
Bar (faith thedevill)are | 


you | 
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= = arawne unto Chriſt, 


'I know not what Gods ſe. 


| few obtaine it, and why 


——_— . 


te ——_—_pm———— 


— 


you of Gods counſell , le- 
cret things belong to God? | 
Indeed (faith the ſaule) 


cret wil 15,yet this I know, 


that the word ſaith , Hee | 


hath no pleaſure in the 
death of a ſinner , but in- 
vites ſuch daily to come 
unto him. = 


But (ſaith the devil)ma- Sathan, 


ny cozen themſelves, mer- 
cle 1s a great thing, and 


may not you be cozened as 
well as others ? 

But (faith the ſoule) the 
Lord will not cozen mee, 
and the Lord knowes my 
heart, & the word knowes 
what the Lord knowes. 


Bur (faith the devill) | $4rhan. i 
| may not you be deceived | 


in 


Sinner. 


S1nner. 


| 


fb 


Sinxer. 


——t——__— 


—— 
——_—_— 


| word,andto the wordT re. | 


I—_Y 


word,and [ will belceve] It; 


— 


; rrus indeed , 
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the word i is 
bur how 
| know you that you right-. 
ly apply it, and rhar the 
| word and your heart doth 
ſate together. 

Why (faith the ſoule ) 
I defire as earneſtly to 
have my ſinne purged, as 
I doe ro have it pardoned. 
I know my heart by the 


in the word : 


paire, & the Lord knowes 
chat I hare all finne 1 in- | 
 wardly, and reforme it 
 ontwardly , and therefore 
I know I ſhall finde mer-' 
cie: (how mee a place of 
 Scriptare that ſairh I doe 


not rightly apply the | 


| but I wil not beleeve thee, 
for thou art a deluder and 


| 


_— 


I nall reaſon, and the world, 


God that 
poore ignorant ſeryant of | 


dr awne unto Chriſt. 


2 Iyar. Thus hold to the 
word, and the devill will 
be red, and goe away : 


catch you a wandring af 


ter ſenſe and feeling, you | 


are gone. 7-hoe through thy. 
Comandements haft made 
me wiſer than mine enemies, 
ſaich David, for they are 
ever with mee. wb 19 
wiſe; and the fleſh,and car- 


are wiſe bur bleſſed be our | 
makes every 


his wiſer than all theſe: but 


how? the word mnlſt bee| 


ever with them ; you muſt 
keepe the mol with you ' 
daily, and that will make 
you not know onely what 
1s amiſſe, bat ger ground 


keepe you here, for if hee | 


Pſal.119, b: 


| | 98. 


—bG__—____ 


tt 


againſt. 


loth,8.19. 


| 


againſt whatſoever hin- 


| 
| 
| 
| 


a 


| after every bird that flyes, | 
and liſten after every car- 
nall reaſon and temprati- 
on, you are gone; it hee | 
once get you from the | 


The poore doubting Chriſtian 


dcrs your peace. 
Sathan deales in this 
with the ſoule, as the ene- 


mie deaſes in warre: when | 


Tofhua defeated the men of 
Az, hee got them our of 
the Citie, and then they 


that lay in ambuſh went 
and tooke it in, and burnt 


it with fire: fo the devil! | 


—_ 


doth : Oar Caſtle or Citie 
15 the promiſes, and the 


word, and ordinances of | 


God: now ifthe devillcan_ 
but get you our of this. 


Caſtle, heharh you where | 
he would if you wil looke | 


| 


OW TA _ __(t©@6@@ dd. .ccc macs 


ED 


| promiſe, hee\ willintangle 


drawne unto Chriſt 


you in his ſnare and oyer- | 
come you. 


Little Children, if yee 4+ 
bide in Gods Commanatc- | 


—_ 
— 


mies are many, and prear, | 
and cunning,therfore keep. 


not abroad, and then you 
(hall be fafe, whatſoever 


(hion of parents, if their 


children runne abroad and | 
catch a knock , they tell 
them that they are well e-. 
nough ſerved, you might 
nave kept home when you 
had warning. 


The iſſue of this point is 


this , Judge thy ſoule by. 


ments, yee abide in Goa,(aith | 
che Apoſtle : As if he had 
| ſaid, Children, your ene- 


home, keepe home, come | 


troubles ariſe, It is the fa. | 


EI, | _the | 


{\ I TJoh.2.28, 


*+ y - — 
. - oo SP%—p= ae . 
af "It. % ” 
4 > > won Pos - 
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| on merrily in our Chriſti- 
an conrſe: let quarrels, 
| rroubles, and temptations | 
| COme,yer keepe you with- 
: 
| 


| ſelves upon the riches of 


| goe {inging to Heaven,and 
| meet with never ſo many | 


| t1ONS. | 


the word, and looke upon. 
chy ſacred part, and ſer 
that beare wienefſe for 
thee, and whar the word 
of God doth evidence to | 
rhee, that maintaine, and | 
 heare nothing againſt It; 
this is the way to receive 
conſtant comfort, and goe | 


in doores , and reſt your 


| Gods free grace in Jeſus 
| Chriſt , and be for ever. 
comforted, and you may. 


to your graves.thongh you 


remptations and oppoli- 


—— — —_ —_ — .z. 


| AM faxes | 


_— 


———. 


| 


| 


| 


4 


| 


drawne unto C briſt. | 


\ — —Y 


Meanes to obtaine 4u intereſt 
in the Promiſes. 


Now I will ſhew you| 
ſome meanes whereby a | 
man may ſo improve his | 
time, that ar Jaſt hee may 


 obraine this bleſſed eſtare; ! | 
| which are foure ; bur be. 


I | 


fore I do begin with them, 
| FouU muſt be advertiſed of 
thus much, that wee may 


uſe the meanes, bur there | 


is no meanes meer hea. 


ven alone will do2 ir, yer! 


you muſt wait upon God. 

in the uſe of the meanes, 
for it is not the meanes 
that will worke faich, bur 


| the Spiritof Go ÞD inthe; 


uſe of the meanes ; and 


cherefore the Texr "ith, 


| | F To, 


— — 


"__— WY 
—— 


-_ ——— 
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| To you it « giventobeleeve, 
| for faith 1s the free gift of 
God ; 1t is God that muſt 
doe it, and yet he will not 
doe it without us, becauſe 
wee are reaſonable men | 
and women. The Lord. 
affords us meanes, and | 
therefore wee are to wait 
upon him 1n the uſe of 
thoſe meanes:;let the Lord 
doe what he will, andlet 
us doe what wee thould : 


| wee muſt not think when 


wee have the meanes then 
we can getfaith preſently, 
for as Panl ſaith, The ſame 


| power that raiſed up Ieſus 


from the dead muſt make us 
able to beleeve, or elle all 
the Angels in heaven, and 
| all the Miniſters on earth, 


| arid all the helpe that men | 


| and ' 


a. i... EE Or ee. ee em _  — 


_— 
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—— | —_—— - 
| 


| and meanes can doe thee, 
| will doe thee no good,the | 
| meanes are divers, as hea- | 
| ring and prayer, which are 
{the Conduirs whereby 
| God communicates faith , 
but I ler thoſe paſle, and} 
| onely faſten upon thoſe 
which are needfvul for fee- 
| ble Chriſtians ro bring | 
|\chem into this bleſſed 
| ſtate, and thoſe are theſe. 
Firſt, we muſt, as much | 1.Mcazs. 
as in us lies, labour to 
Pluck away all thoſe props 
| that the ſoule leanes upon, 
andall thoſe 6utward ſuc- 
cours, and whatſoever 
outward contentment it. 
| Is, which a poore ſinner 
| doth repaire and betake 
| himſelfe to for reliefe and 
helpe, that when all theſe] 
| F 2 are ; 
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| are taken from us, we may 
E bee forced ro goe for ſuc- 
| * | cour there where it 1s to 
be had. Ir 1s that which re- 
| maines 1n the nature of 
| man, and that which is 
1 naturall rousall even from 
BY our firſt Parents, that we 
FE; | would have the ſtaffe in 
| our owne hands, and ſup- 
[l- | Port OUr ©wne ſoules, and 


Il. - _ | ſapply all thoſe neceflities 


that lie upon us. 
| Now the way to make 
= the ſoule leane upon 
[ [CurisT,is, to plucke a- 
__ 1 way all other props; for 
| the laſt thing that wee 
' come to is the promiſe, 
2 and if we cou!d find good 
| 


any where elſe, we would 
never Joe tO Chriſt : God 
| he no of us,and there- 
> fore 


_ ee. Ade et a . e C EO I IN nn ug 


| drawneu unto 0 C briſt. 


_— 


| 


fore wee ould doe with 
our ſelves as the enemie 
doth with a City beſies | 
ged, when he would make 
them yeeld,the onely way | 
is to famiſhthem, cuc off | 
all proviſion, and ſtop all | 
paſlages that none may 
come torelieve them, and 
| then they will bee forced | 
to yeeld themfelves to rhe 
mercy of the enemy ; ſoir 
is with our nature, we are 
ſtill traſting to our owne' 
ſtrength, and relying up- 
on ſomething of our owa; 
2 | therfore famiſh chy heart, 
2 |andcutoff all rhe " 
| andcomfort whereby thy 
2 | heart may bee {uccoured, 
1 and thy conſcience quie- | 
# | ted, and when thy heart 


is famiſhed , it will then | 


— 
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—} FC 


} all theſe failed, " then ſhee 
| was forced to lſeeke to 


| for her diſtrefled nature: 
fo our ſoules muſt have 


 ſapport. Now therefore | 


(7 be poore doubting Chriflian | 


ſeek out toa Saviour, and 
| lie there, becauſe there is| 
\ NO other thing to ſup- | 
port Ir. | 
The poore woman in | 
the Goſpel had ſpear all 
her goods upon the Phy- 
' citians, and ifſhe had had 
' bat a litcle meanes lefr, 
| yea, but one farthing to- | 
ken, for any thing I know 
ſhee- would never have 
gone to Chriſt ; but when | 


Chriſt, that was ready and | 


willing to doe any ching 


| ſomething to ſupport 
themſelves upon, for 4 
cannot live without ſome 


when 


a comer 


— www 


—__—____C@O@C@_ ww —_ = 


<4 


| 
| 
{ 


| are taken away, wee muſt 


{ 


a. RA. 


.whenall our carnall hopes 


needs ſtay upon the pro- 
miſe, becauſe we have no- 
thing elfe. Ir is not requi 


3 | red that a man ſhould caſt 
'} yg away thoſe outwardcom- 

1 | forts that GoD affords | 
him, but onel)y this, that 
chough you haye all, yet 


labour to get your heart 


'ro ſee and acknowledge 


| 


| theemprinefle of all theſe, 
| and let nor the heart ſecke 


toomuch content in them, 
for thefe are all but lying 
| yaniries, & broken ftaves, 
| Which will not onely co- 


' him roo. 


| Now when the ſoule 
ſeeth theſe things cannor 
| ſaccour him, bur lay him 


\ 


» 
[ 


} 


drawne unto Chriſt, | 


zen a man, bur pierce 


— —_ 


(1 F 4 - 


| with the ſoule as it was | 


| LArke began to reſt upon | 
| the Mountaine of Arrarer, | 
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: ch duſt, then he Will be 
content to have his heart | 
ſevered from them. Ic 1s 


with Noahs Dove,when the 


' Noah (ent out the Dove._, 


———. 
—_—_— 


bur the Dove fonnd no reſt 
| for the ſole of her foet : No 
queſtion there were many | 
dead carkaſes, but the dove | 
found no reſt till ſhe came 
to the Arke againe; fo 
when a man findesno reſt 
in any thing the creature 
affords, and can get no 
footing for the ſoule to 
ſtay it ſelfe upon them, 
then it berakes it ſelfe to. 
Chriſt, and goes home to 


the promiſe, and reſts 
there, and expedts from | 


_ thence | 


| a 
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| thence what 18 needfull ; 
as In the Art of ſwim. 
ming, he thar will ſ\wimme 
' muſt pluck his feet from 
the bottome, and commir 
himſelfe ro the ſtreame 
to beare him up; ſo wee 
muſt plucke our hearts | 
from theſe things,& them 
 from-us; and though wee 
; have honour and prefer- | 
| ments, yet wee muſt nor. 
| puc any confidence In 
them, bur learne by our 
beleeving co commit our | 
ſelves wholly tothe pow: | 
er of thz promiſe, and re 
ceive comfort from thence 
; onely. 
Let not the gods of this | 
world, honour, and profit. 
| and pleaſure deceive thee; 
'M the pride of Pharagbs 
Fs; H=earti 


| 


—  — — 
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{ſaid, Helpe Lord, for vainess 


The poore doubting Chriſtian | 


- Wa 9 
heart dehyer him ? did the | 


riches of Dives ſave him ? 


did Herods applauſe that 
_ [hee had deliver him? did 
| rheſe gods ſecure them ? 
nay , have they not lefr | 


| fore let us take our hearts 
off from theſe things, and 


emptinefle, and mſuffici- 
| encie 1n them, that wee 
may be forced to feeke to | 
Chriſt ,-and ſay as David 


—_— — — 


[the helpe of man. Labour 
therefore to (ee the privie 


mazes, and turnings and 


them in the larch ? theres | 


| 
| have a bafe efteeme of | 


them, and ſeca vanity,and | 


| 
| 
| 


_ 


pranks of thine own heart, | 
 jand hunt our all thoſe 


| 


| windings of thy ſpirit, for | 


iy 15 wonderfull to-ſee how 


l he | 
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| 


{ 


(1 


| 


| drawnennto Chrif. . :; 


——J_ 


' the ſonle 1s ready to hang 
her comforts upon every 


hedge, and ſhifrand ſhark 


ng to ſettle it ſelfe, pluck 


away that prop, and ſee 


che emptineſſe of it, and 
chen thy heart will be fir 
and ready to goer unto 


| Chriſt. 
Now when this is done 


there is a little way made. 
that the promiſe may come | 
; to the ſou], therfore labour * 


in the ſecond place to 


have your hearcs poſſeſſed | 


' throuzhly, and perſwaded 
effe@aally of the fulneſſe 
of that good which 1s in 


5 i thepromiſe;and of thar-ſa- | 
8. | | 


; tisfattory mercy and free-_ 


| 


| 


| 


_nefle ) 


in every by-corner for 


- comfort : Now when thou * 
feeſt thy heart thus ſeek- | 
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Mi —_—_— A. hs —_ | 


neſſe of the grace of God 
in Chriſt, that ſo the ſoule 
may bee eſtabliſht with 
that full conrenc which 1s 
co be had in the riches of 
the promiſe. But marke 
what I fay, perſwade your 
heart of it, and con-| 
tent not your ſelves that |. 
you are able to diſpute 
ſomewhat fully of the ex- 
cellency of the promiſe 
(and of the riches of Gods | 
free grace 5 What 1s this 
to the purpoſe that rhe 
heart knowes this, and yet 
1s fore ſtalled chat it comes 
| not to the promite ? there» | 
fore leave nor thy heart 
till ir come to make that | 
account of the promiſe, 


— 


char che word faith it 1s 
worth ; I ſay leaye nor thy 
| heart | 


ITY 
<-TE _ p_— EE 


{ 


| 


| heart C11] 1chou ſee the Pro. 


and bring 


| Ver 


drawne #nto C brift. | 


bm 


miſe of grace moſt beanti- 
full in thy eye,and that thy 
heart may gaine ſome ear- 
neſt rouching the good- | 
nefle of God,and the riches | 
of his grace rowards thee; 
thy heart to | 
know and ſee, that the 
promiſe 1s better than all 
the riches & honours that 
thou canſt have , or the 
world can beltow, They 
that know thee w;ll rruſt in 
ther, for thou Lord haſt ne- 
failed them that ſecke 
thee : This kindeof know- 
ledge ever breeds confi 


dence and reſolution, and | 


| dare traſt a friend whoſe 
| fairhfalneſſe we have i 
ed; anJ reſt upon that 


 perſwades the heart; Wee | 


L which 


Plal.9.1o. 


92. 


| 


; 
 Plal.r19. 


Pla.73.26. 
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| 


any man leaned on the 


_— 


| alſo, bat tho art the flreneth | 


— —— ————w 


which wee know by expe- 
rience. The promiſes are | 
of a tryed truth; ſeek from } 
one end of the heavens to | 
the other, turne all the} 
Bible over, and ſee if ever 


promiſe, andthe Lord did | 
not perferme that which 
hee had promiſed for che 
' good of his foule? Except 
the Lord had beene my de-| 
light, I fhould have perifh:d 
in my tronbles((airh David.) | 
My fleſh faileth and my heart 


LA 
of my heart and my portion 
for ever, Here lyes a great | 
- weight, and 1t is a worke 


[of marvellous difficulty | 


and great necefficy , and | 
therefore that thy heart | 


may fit downe ſatisfied in 


the | 


E—— 


wiei wil rp three| 


| 
rules how you may im- 


| prove the promiſe for your 


 uttermoſt benefir. 


| Firft, labour daily ro 


| preſent ro thy {oule a grea- 


——_— 


ter good mn the promiſe 
than thou canſt ſee any 
where elſe : Ir is a mans 


$kHl, and it ſhould be his 
endeayour darly to dogge 


what itis that the heart de- 
ſires meſt, and preſent a 


greater oood ro thy ſoule 


therein , than m all rk 


— 


— 


\'thon canſt have elſe- 


where. We ſhonld deale 


aſtice, when hee would 


ll — —_— — — _ —_— 
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| with our hearts as a man! 
would doe with a corrupt 


{ 


| 


his heart, and to looke | 


| 


ave hian tobe on his ſide, | 
| thei 


How to 
improve 
th? promi- 
ſes for our 
benckit 
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' worth and excellencie in 
the promiſe than can bee 


the onely way 1s tO bribe 
him, (thongh thar 1s ſin- | 
full) yec ic 1s good to bribe 
| the corrupt heart with the 
goodnefle of the promiſe, 
that the heart may cleave 
to it, and long after it. Doe 
honours, or riches, or the | 
applauſe of men, or any 
| earthly pleaſures offer | 
chee content and ſarisfact1. 

on? then perſwade thy 
heart there 1s a greater | 


He 
map 


- 


had inall the world. Here | 
Is an exceedingwaight of glo- | 
, hee that hath chis pro- 

| Wer e fhall be made a K:ng, 
and ſhall have glory that 
will zever vaniſh: doth thy 
| heart hanker after earthly 


Joy and mirch ? thou thalr 
finde | 


I eee "COS 
———_—_ 
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drawne unto Chriſt. IZ5 {| 

ho Pons 4 E 

_ finde agreater mirth in the 
promiſe.than in the crack- | 
[ing of theſe thornes ; (and 


| 


\{oT may ſay of any thing I” 
| 


elſe) Doth thy heart han- 
| ker after riches ? then tell 
thy heart that there are 
| anſearchable riches in Chriſt, I | 
and through him we have | 
ricle toall the promiſes of 
this life and a better; wee | 
(know hee that offers moſt 
for the bargaine hath it : 
{therefore wee ſhould ob- 
ſerve thegoings out of our | 
hearts, and what offers 1t | 
ſelfe to give us moſt con- | 
rent, & preſent our ſoules E: 
with a greater good 1n 
God than in all things 
elſe. 
0h the height, andacpth, E 
and lenzth,andbreadihofile| 
| love 
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[after Chriſt, and the pro- 


| Thepoon doubting Chriſtian | 


knowledge ! 

The conſideration of ' 
this, as 1t works a longing. 
miſes, foir ſhould fill our 
faces with thame and con- 


fuſion, that ever we ſhould | 


ſer light by ſuch riches of 
| —_ and walke unwor- | 
thy of ſo great ſalyation. 
' Could wee comprehend| 
the unmeaſurable dimen: | 
flons of Gods loye and 
goodneſle revealed in his 
word, how would our 


hearts bee enflamed to- 
wards him? When the ſin- 


| ner thinks thus with him- 


ſelfe , I that have done 
all thar I could againſt ſo 
good a God, that my heare | 


| even bleeds tro thinke of | 
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[By how many mercies 
hath he allared me,by how | 


—_— — 


ns ee. tee 


drawne wnto Chriſl, | 


'jt , there was no name 
under heaven that I tore 
in peeces but Gods name, 
his wownds , and /ife, and 
heart-bloud I have rent and 
rorne a thouſand times. 
Nay , there was no com- 
mand in the world that 

my ſoule ſo much deſpi- 
ſed,as the command of the 

Lord Jeſus. There was no | 


me, which I ſo much re. 
fiſted as the Spirit of the 


into my foule, thereby to 
pluck mee from my baſe 
courſes & ſinfull practiſes. 


many gracious promiſes 
hath he invited me, to for- | 


ſpirit that ever ſpake to | 


Lord.Oh how many ſweet | 
| motions hath the Lord let 


: fake | 
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The poore doubting Chriflian | 


ſake my finnes, and rurne 
unto him ? Bur I have 
flowne in the face of his 
| Miniſters and bleſſed ſpirit, 
| and rejected all tearmes 
| of reconciliation, If I had 
lyen in a dungeon , and 
| beene plagned with tor- 
ments all my life time, 
yea, though I had another. 
world full of miſery to live 
1m, I ſhould count it inhfi- 
nite mercy, ſo the Lord 
would paſſe by wy ſinfull 
miſcarriages , and pardon 
theſe inward rebellions. 

Bur that God ſhould 
ſend his deareſt Sonne to 
 lovemee, and that ſo in- 
comparably , ſo inconcet- 
| vably,that I conld not poſ- 
' fibly hate him, ſo much as 


OE 


hee loves and affe&s mee, | 
If | 
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| arawne unto Chriſt. 
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I could nor ſo exceede in 
unkindnefle rowards him, 
,as hee hath exceeded in 
| tender copaſſion towards 

me 2? Were it not righte- 
ous with God , never to! 
 ſpeake comfort more to 
; my fonle, thar have ſo 
| lightly eſteemed his pro- 
: wy and word of comfort? 

Jad 1c not beene juſt with 

,.G OD to take advantage 
| againſt mee? Was it not 
| juſt chat I which lived in | 
| finne , ſhonld have peri- | 


(] 
1 
[1 


ſhed in my ſinne? Had it| 


| not beene juſt char T who 
| have ſo much loved cor-| 
ruption, ſhould have rea- 
ped the bitter fruit of it 


Lord ſhould finde an enc- | 
mie, andnot ſlay him; nay, 
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| wonderfull price upon the | 
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The poore doubting Chriſtian. | 


that he ſhould: oIve his be- | 
loved Sonve out of his bo- 
ſome to ſave him, is love 
not ro be exprefſed. Oh | 
the height of his mercy be- 
yond my deſire. Oh the 
þ 22 of this mercy with- 
out all bounds. Oh the 
length of this mercy be. 
yond all times. Oh the. 
depthot this mercy beyond 
all ſinne and miſery. 
Labour therefore to 
have acceſſe to the pro- | 
miſe-with thy ſoule , and 
ſpeake a good word for it, 


_ ſay , Stand by profits, 


and pleaſures, and prefer- 
ments,roome for the Lord | 
Jeſus Chriſt , and put a 
romiſe ; this is an ever-| 


laſting rule , whatſoever | 
the | | 
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lim 


{leave all others for it. I 


| 


to out-ſhoot the devill in 
his owne bow, and thoſe 
{things which the devill 


[ming to the promiſe , ler | 


2 |thy heart Jooke after 
2 |friends, let thoſe friends 


[your of God in Chriſt; 
[and when thy heart would 


[this nfher a way to the 


Sm anto Chriſt, 


the ſoule doth ACCOUnt as 
beſt, that it will chuſe and 


would have the ſoule onr- 
bid the world, and labour. 


caſts in thy way , for hin 
deririg thy ſoule from c@- 


thoſe thangs be as meanes 


ro uſher-in the promiſe, | 
As thus, when thou ſeeſt 


uſher the way to think on | 
the infinite love and fa- 


faine hunt after wealth, let 


promiſe, and fay, If the | 


op \ heart 
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' The poore doubting Chriſtian 


heart finde ſich content in 
riches, what would ic tinde 
in the riches of Gods 
grace in Chriſt? thus pre- 
 ſenta greater good in the 


| 
| 
= 


elſe. 


"bour to convince thy | 


heart of this, thar ail the 


i things in the world with- | 
- | our the 


| promiſe are not. 
| good, and hadſt thou all 
' that the earth can afford 


|  WICNOUt a promiſe, they 


| Were rather a curſe to thee | 
[chan a bleſſing. Faith i 


' the ſubſtance of things ho- | 


| promile than 1n any thing | 


The ſecond rule 1s, La- | 


| ped for, it givesa kinde of 


| being and ſubſtance to all; | 


| there is no ſibſtence in ho- | 


nour and riches 1f they be 
[not in faith :; 


they are| | 
| * 7 - dogges 


4 | for faith is ir that gives a 


 — —_———. 


. drawnewnte Chriſt, 


clogges:8& ſnares'toa man, 
except faith give a title 
theteunto and a blefling 
therewith all onr-prayers 
have no fubſtanceinrhem, 
bar are; poore and'empty | 
words without faith inthe 


| pray for: the moſt broken 
and meine prayer z when 
a poore creatureran ſcarce | 
utter foure words with any | 
lenle, yet ifit be mingled} 
with fazth , is a Very po- | 
 werfali-prayer ; and the 
| ſabſtance of all your hea»: 
ring , and my preaching | 
lyes in faith, otherwiſe 
they are bur loſt labour, | 


inde of being to whatſo. 
ever we ſpeake or doe. | 

The third rule in this. 
| | G ſecond! 


—— 


promiſe to havewhat wee | 


Atl 


| 
i? 
| 
| 
| 
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Heb.416. 


| ſecond meanes, is this; La-| 


\chy heart, 


| will come when it is moſt 


——_— 


it moſt fat we (hall certain- 
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The poore af doubding Chriſtian | 
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bour to acquaint thy heart | 
with the goodnefſe of the 
 pronuſe , before carnall | 
reaſon comes and poſſeſſes 


- how hx the ' 
promiſe is moſt ſure , and: 


 {caſonable, and is beft for 
thee, and when God ſees | 


ly have it; Let ws therefore | 
come boldly to the throne of | 
grace, that wee may receive 
comfort aud mercy in time of 


| #ee4; not when I ſee it fir, 


bur when God ſees 1c fit; | 
chis 1s it which carries a. 
| way .many poore fſinfull| 
| hearts from: reſting upon 
the promiſe of God; ſome- 
times the heart is a lictle | 
| ayQed with the excel- 


ent 


I ED | | ——— — | 


| drawne ano Chriſkl, | 
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grace,and ſeeth whar great | 


for his ſoule, and ſaich, Oh 
that I were ſuch aone,and 
| let me die the death of the 
righreous ; bur when 1t 
comes to paſſe that he hath 
;nor preſent eaſe and com- 
forr, then hee caſts away 
| the good promiſe of the 
Lord, and the devill pre- 
| vailes wonderfully with 
|thele poore creatures 2: 
Therefcre ſaith the Pro- 
pher, When the fiege tree 
ſhall not bloſſame,neither (hal 
the fruit bee on the Vines, 


then wil I rejaycein the Lord, 
and joy. in the God of my ſal. 
ation, Saith the Prophetr,. 


| lency of the riches of Gods | | 
| chings the Lord hath done | 


| when the labour of the Olive | 
ſball faile ayd yeeld no fruit, 
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hi | 746. 'T he poore doubting c briftian y 
| al | Comfor fro the promiſe, 
1} | and from the Lord Jeſus 
| | | Chriſt is then ſeaſonable, | 
| | | when I have moſt neede 
mal | and may receive moſt | 
Bll i | good thereby ; then ſhallT | 
LN | | bee ſare to have the pro- 

miſe ſo to ſurprize my 

Nil 

| i | heart , that it may be pol- 

NE | ſeſſed with the all-ſuffici- | 
Wl | ency of 1t, 

l be. | In the third place ſee 

if ' that thou expecteſt all che 

if | good which thou needeſt 
| | andcanſt defire from that 
| | ſufficiency of the promiſe; 
| | doe not thinke to bring 
| any good with thee to by 
roars. bur goe to th 

| promiſe for all good ; ther, 

ii | are all the cords of corn 
Wi that muſt draw thee , uo 
F | | there is the all-ſafficiengy 
Wil . that 
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| thou wuaſt not firſt have 


| 
| 


| - 


f 
| 
| 
| 


| power to make thee able | 


firſt goe to rhe promiſe, | 


. 
—_— 


arawnxe unto Chriſk, | 


_— 


Inn” — = 


that can ſupply all thy 
wants,. looke for all from 
thence, and expe&t power 
from the promile ro inable | 
thee to doe whatſoever | 
thou wouldeft, and to | 
make thee able to beleeye 
the-promile. > Rs; 
It is a weake plea for a 
man to fay , I dare not 
looke to the promiſe I can- 
not beleeye , if I conld 
then I might expect ſome 
good 555 0 02 
Thon ſhalt neyer be- 
leeve upon theſe termes, 


faith and then goe to the 
promiſe , bu; thou muſt 


and from thence recerye | 


to beleeve the promiſe, 


— ee ————— 
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i ) 148 - be poore doubting Chriſtian | 
wi Plal.119. | O Lord remember thy word | 
il 49-, to thy ſervant, wherein thou | 
Wh | haſt cauſed me totruſt, When 
f | men are enlarged in love 
il [toa man, and make fajre| | 
#l "promiſes, this perſwades | | 
f I the heart to truſt to them, 
y, | and to rely upon themfor | | 
i | | good ; therefore a man | | 
| | doth uſe to ſay,I durſt not | | 
| have thought it, nor ex-| | 
| peed, if yen had not pro. | 

M miſed# ; . ſo the promiſe} 

ll | of God made to the ſoule, 

"il makes the ſoule to reſt up-| | 
on it. 1 
| | Toexped faith without 
| |[apromiſe, isalloneasifa| | 
| | man ſhould expect a crop | | 

"1 | without ſeed, for the pro-| | 

"Mi |} ' miſe is the immorrall ſeed 

1 3 | of Gods Word, whereby} | 
FT: | the ſpirit breeds this faith | | 
| Fai ou ' 


"Fi —_ , p —_— 
Rat IR Gy nt uo SR. 


| ' his. The houre & comming 


| | the power of the pro-. 


| Lord;The Lord faith.Come 
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drawne unto Chrift. | 


'tathe hearts of all ahind are 


| and now i, when the dead | 
| | ſhall beare the wvoyce of the 
Sonne of God, and they that 
heave it ſhall live It is ſpo- 
ken of raiſing of a dead 
| man from the grave of fin. 
Firſt, there ts the yoyce of- 
Chriſto che ſoule, before 
there canbe an Echo again 
of the ſoule ro Chriſt; ſo ! 


' miſe maſt come ro the. 


| the voyce of God 1n the | 
promiſe before we canre- | 
| turne an Echo again tothe | 


to mee, and the ſoule ſaith, 
1 come Lord. When thoa 
| {eeſt much: deadnefſe and 


 ſoule, and wee muſt heare | 


Toh.g.25. | 


| | unfirneſſe of hearr,doe nor: | 
Wes : G 4 ___ thou \' Er 
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, 
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(1f I want faith, the' won 
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'T he poure doubring © Chriſtian | 


thon gOC away ; and looke 
cfffrom the promiſe, and 


ſay, Thus Tam, and o it 1s 
wiih mes ur: rather” 20C 
to the. ohawife.: and fay, 


 Whatſoever frailties: I 


finde in.my-felfe ;:yet I 
will Joke; to: the: Lord, 
and to-his. promiſe ;ifor 


' miſe muſt ſerdle me more 
and more therein; I muſt 
not bring fatth ro the 


' promiſe, bur receive faith | 
from thence,and therefore | 


1 will waite till the Lord 
pleaſe toworke it. 
Laſtly, labour to yeeld 


ro the equal] condition of 
| the promiſe, and makeno 
more conditions than God | 
\ makes ; now che promiſe 
requires no moreof a man, 


bur 
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therein offered. Buy with. 


ſhould goe running upand | 


before he come to buy, he | 


Se unto Cori. 


but that hee ſhould come | 


and lay held on mercy ; 
therefore do thou require 


no more than God in the | 


promiſe requires 3 there 
15 enough 1n the promiſe 


to doe thee good, therfore | 


expect all good from it, | 
and be content to goe to 


the promiſe, and take of 
God whatſoever hee hath 


ont Money > - This 15 the con- 


dition that God offers | 


mercy upon,buy wine and | 
Milke, rhat is, grace and 
ſalyation without money, | 


that; 1s, without ſufficiency | 


of your owne; if a man 
downe to borrow money 


may famith before hee 
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if he poore doubting C hriftias | 


come ; ſothe Lord offers 
Chriſts mercy and ſalvati- 
 on,and faith, Come take it | 
| without money , and wee | 
runne up and downe to 
borrow money of prayer, 
| and d#ties,and power a2ainff 
' corruption, but you may be | 
ſtarved before you buy, if | 
| you goe this way to work. 
| Therefore make Gods | 
comodiries no dearer than | 
God himſelf makes them, 
for this 1s the canſe why 
| many & poore ſoule 13 kept 
| from comming to the pro. 
miſe : Oh, faith one, if I 

were able to maſter my 

{finnes and diſtempers as 

ſacha one can doe. than I 

would beleeve; this is to 

{bring money; but art thou 
content to. have Chriſt, | 
and 
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| il drawne unto Chriſt. Bo 


| and that Chriſt may have 
thee, and ryle thee, and | 


| ſupply thy wants , and re= | 


veale thy ſinnes, and heale | 
' thy corruptions, then goe | 
tothe promile,b: the Lord: 


| thereby will ſupply thy 


' finnes and corruptions ; 


| bur thac muſt come after- 
| wards ; When 1 paſſed by 
| thee , and ſaw: thee in thy 
blood, (faith the Lord) and 
behold the time was as the 


Wants, and maſter all thy A 


| #4me of love, and 1 ſpread my | 


| Skirt over thee , ad covered ; 


| thy nakedneſſe; yea, I en- 
\fred into 4 covenant with 
thee,and thou becameſt mine; | 

(that is, you were content | 
| that GOD ſhould marry | 
you in all your ragges) a4 | 
[{ waſhed thee mith water,yea, 
Þ | 


Ezck.16.. 
C,ge 
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: I throughly waſhed + may thy 


{thed thee alſowith brojdered 


che Church to ' himſclfe, 
and then hee gives grace, 


|1if ſome great King fhould 


| 


T be poore doubting Chriſtin 


bloed from thee; and annoin> 
ted thee with ole , I cloa- | 


worke, Firſt, hee marries 


and paſſeth over his eſtate 
to his Spouſe. Were it nor | | 
a wonderfull great folly, 


make love toa poore Milk- | 
maide, and ſhe ſhould pur 
It off, and refuſe the march 
eill thee were a Queene, 
whereas, if fhe will match 
with the King, hee will 
make her a Queene after. | 
wards ; ſo wee muſt not 
looke 'for {anctification, | 
rill wee come-o the Lord 
in vocation ; for this is all 
the Lord requires of thee, 
co, 
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weary of them and bee | 


| ſus ſhall reveale whar 1s 


the | 


drawne #xto C briſt. | 
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roſee thy! "Fines, ind te 
content that the Lord-Je- 


amiſſe, and' rake it away, 
and that the Lord ſhould 
give thee grace, then the 
Lord- wilt bring thee to 
himſelfe , and thon ſhake 
 recelve mercy from him, 
and then all thy corrupti- | 
ons ſha}[fall to the ground. 


| 


briefly thus : 
| Firſt, when wee have 


props , there 1s way made 
for the promiſe ro come | 
TO Us, 
 Secondly,whe our hearts 
are poſſeſſed throughly of | 
che ſufficiency of Gods | 
promiſe and grace, then 


To ſumme up the point 


pluckr away all carnall | 
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Is promiſe drawes 1 necre 
ro the ſoule. 
Thirdly, when wee ex- 
pet all from the promile, 
even power to COME to | 
| The promiſe, then the pro 
miſe layes hold upon ns. | 
Fourthly, when weare | 
| content to yeeld to the 
 equall conditions of the 
promiſe, then the promiſe 
carries us quite away. Y 
Thus we have ſeene the 
hindrancesremoyed, and 
| the meanes propeunded, 
and now, that wee may be 
moyedand verſivaded im- | 
portunately to feeke after 
this bleſſed grace of God, 
ler us conſider thus much ; 
[if you once get this grace, 
you get all other graces | 
hens It; it is a ground of 
com- 


a a 


—  — 


a. ——__—_ Ml. —_—_— 


a  ---—— -— + - 


* dramme unto Chriſt. uf 
comfort to ſet a' man a\ 
| worke, when in the doing 
of one worke hee may doe 
another, nay,a!l works z fo 
itis inthe worke of faith, 
it ſhould encourage us to 
labour for faith, becauſe if 
wee get this wee get all : 
men that are wiſe to pro- 
vide for rhemſelves,and to 
hay out rheir money in a 
purchaſe for the, beft ad- 
| Yantage, tt they fee it well 
| wooded & watered, eſpe-| 
cially if there be fome gol- | 
den Mines, all their minde| 
will be upon that, becauſe 
if they bave that they have 
all with it ; fo it is here, | 
get grace "and get all,| 
Nees this and all is| 
ftrong, want this and want | 
all, once get this, and you \ 


_ need | 
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Faith ro be | 


labourcd 
far above 


all graces, 


. moarnes and cries to hea-. 


| heart, and hee is weary of 
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need not ſeeke for wiſe- 
_ dome, for faith will make 
you wiſe to falvation ; and 
| you need not labour for 
patience, for faith will' 
| make you patienr,and fairh 
will bring holinefſe with 
| It topurge you, for faith 
brings all grace. Now the 


 Corruptions 3 but yer they 


are feeble & weak cherein, | 
' becauſe they take not the 
right way. 

| Many a poore ſoule 


, venfor mercy, and prayes 
againſt a ſtabborne hard 


| his life becauſe his vile. 


| Saints of God endeayour | 
| with mue paines to get 
grace, and to ſubdue their | 
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| heart remaines , and yer | 
happily 
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| 
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| * aramneumoChriſt, ox 


happily never gets little or 7 
any redrefle : and the main 
wound {yes here. Alas, 
you goe the wrong way, 
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| 


| 


grace you'muſt firſt of all. 


bring ail-the reſt 5 buy the 


ſtragling and ſtriving wich! 
your. owne hearts, and 
thinke ro maſter a proud| 
has. that will notdoe it, 
bur let faith goe to Chriſt, 
and there is meekneſle, pa- 


| 


| 


| 


all theſe to the ſoule.'Bre-. 


tience, hamility and wiſe- | 
dome. and faich will ferch | 


thren , if you ſer ſuch a 
price upon any of theſe 


faichy, get that and you| 
| 


graces, then labour for 


thall | 
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for 'if you: would [have | 


ger faich , 'and ; that will 
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field, 'and the Pearle is| 
yours ; you muſt not ſtand | 
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| rhe glorions grace of God 


the glory of the Lord; 


"aith, Wee a/lwith open face 
beholding, as in a glaſſe, the 
glory of the Lord , are chan- 


glory to glery, The Lord 
| Chriſt 1s the glaſſe , and 


1n Chriſt, 1s compared ro: 


The poare deabting Chriſtian | 
| ſhall haveallz the Apoſtle | 


| 


— o 


therefore firſt we muſt be- 
hold the grace 1n Chriſt 


not you be content to 
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 dertake for many of you, 


by faith, before we canre- | 
ceive grace , firft, ſec ha-' 
| mility in Chriſt, and chen 
ferch 1c there; firſt fee! 
{tcength and courage. to | 


enable thy weake heart, 
| and then fetch it. Would 


ged intothe ſame Image from | 


| have a meeke,gracious and | 


| 


humble heart ? I dare nn-+; j 


| 


char | 
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Saws wnto chriſt. 
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that you had rather have 
'it than any thing under 
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you ſay, Oh that I could 


this proud heart of mine 
| | might bee humbled. If 1 
| | could ſee the blood of my 
| | ſfinnes, Iſhould thinke my 


ww 


live no longer ; then get 
faith , and ſo buy . the 
whole, for they Dl to- 
gether;you muſt notrhink 
to have patience & meek- 
neſſe,, withour faith, bur 


have all together : Would 
you have the glory of God, 
and be more heayeniy 
minded, then looke to it, | 


| get 
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heaven , and you would |} 
thinke 1c the beſt bargaine | 
that ever yon made; and | 


once ſee that day , that 


 ſelfe happy, and defire to | 
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buy fairh and you ſhall | 
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=_ it by the eye of f faith, 
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4.7tem for an heavenly mind, 
| "that is worth thouſands, 
| and 7rem: for an humble | 


The poore doubting Cbriftian | 


and looke up to the plory 
of God in theface of ſeſus 
| Chriſt, and chen you ſhall | 
ſeen It; but hold you there 
then,and this will encreaſe 
| all your graces, to your 
everlaſting peace & com- 
fort. When men uſe to| 
| make a purchaſe, they will 
reckon up all , and fay, 
There is ſo much wood 
worth ſomuch, & ſo much | 
ſtock, worth-ſo much, and 
then they offer for the 
whole, anſwerable to all 
the parcels : : fo there is| 


heart, that is worth milli- 
ons. And are theſe graces | 
. worth ſo much ? what 13 
faith 


| 
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Fun worth then ? Oh pre- 


cious faith, it will bring all 


| graces with it, one degree 


of grace after another ; 
grace here, and happineſſe 
for ever hereaiter. If wee 


doe not ſay of Chriſtians) 
me thinks this thould 
provoke us to [a. 
 __ bour ffor this 
bleſſed grace 


of God. 
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arawne unto Chriſk, 


have any hearts of men, (I 
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